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compel them to muke any of the improve-
ments. At the expiration of the term, if
the fencing is not done and the poisvn
nut eradicated, the lands will be absolutely
torfeited to the Crown, and if members
of Purliament, when that time arrvives,

have the same feeling that T have, this

corporation will not obtain one single
day’s grace or the smallest concession.

Question put and negatived, on the
vuices.

Tue How. C. A, PIESSE: I should

just like to say a few words in reply.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) : You are too late,

Tue Hon. C. A. PIESSE: I might, if
the Coloniul Secretary has no objection.

Pue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : I have no objection.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton): You cannot. The rules of the
House will not allow it.

EXCESS BILL, 1893.
THIED EEADING.
This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

STIRLING STREET (FREMANTLE)
CLOSING BILL.

THIRD READING.

Twe COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) moved the third reading
of this Bill.

Tue Hon. D. K. CONGDON : At the
second reading I took exception to the
course pursued by the Government in
not having consulted the Municipality in
regard tu this Bill. I find that I was
in error, and beg now to withdraw my
remarks. 1 ﬁud that the matter was
placed in the bands of the Government
by the 1\’[11n1c.|]mht\ but it was prior to
my taking office. I apologise to the Col-
onial Secrutary.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

PATENTH, DESIGNS, AND 'TRADE
MARKS ACTS AMENDMENT BILT.

THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

EMPLOYERS® LIABILITY BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and -

pussed.

[12 Serr., 1894.]
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CONSTITUTION ACT AMEXDMENT BILL.
FIRST READING,
This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 510 o'clock p.a., ad-
journed until Wednesday, 19th Septem-

_ber, at 4:30 o'clock p.m.

Legislatibe Jssembly,
Wednesday, 12th September, 1894,

* Fishing with small dlesh Nets between Fremantle and

Rockingharu—Compensation to Messrs. E. Robiuscn
& Co. for Lands Mesumed at Mourambine—Loan
Bill {£1,500,000} : in commitiece—Adjournment.

Tare SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 pm.

PrRATERS.

FISIIING WITH SMALL MESH NETS
BETWEEN FREMANTLE AND ROCK-
INGHAM.

M=z. SOLOMON, it accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether his
attention had heen drawn to the fact
that fishing was being carried on between
Fromantle and Rockingham by means of
small mesh nets, through which injury
was being done to this indusiry; and
whether he would take the matter into
congideration, with a view 1o stopping

' the practice ?

Tue PREMIER (Houn. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the attention of the Govern-

" ment had not been directed to this

matter, but it was proposed to frame
regulations in regard to the size of the
meshes of nets to be used for the capture
of any species of tish.
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COMPENSATION TO Messes. ROBINSON
AND CO. FOR LAND RESUMED AT
MOURAMBINE.

Mx. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Tands why Messrs. E. Robinsen & Co.
had not recetved compensation, claimed
by them in 1889, for improveinents on
lands resumed on behalf of the West
Australian Land Company, at ‘Winarlin,
Mourambine ¥

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
on hehalf of Mr. Marmion, replied that
Messrs, E. Robinson & Co's cluim wasg
forwarded to the West Australian Tand
Company for scttlement, in the usual
manner, in July, 1889. He hal not
heard anvthing from the lessees on the
subject, and was not aware of the reason
why the claim had not been puid.  The
matter wonld he again brought under
the notice of the Company.

LOAN BILL {£1,500,000).

This Bill was further considered
comnlitiee.

Schedule (condinued)

Ttem 2. -—Railway frem Southern
Cross to Coolgardie Goldfields (exclusive
of rolling stock), £228,000.7

Tine PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
did not think it would be pecessary for
him to say very much more about this
work than he had already said.  This
item, although it came before them now,
had really been debated considerably in
the House and outside the House, and
he thought that nearly ull he wished to
say on the subject had already been said
about it. Tt was acknowledged, he
thought, Ly evervone in the House —
exeept, |1L‘lll.l,p‘:, ‘the hon. member for
Albany, who had some ideas of his own
on the subject—that this railway was
an absolutely  necessury  work at the
present time, and that it was becom-
ing more necessary  every day.  The
rulway o Southern Cross, which was
now being worked by the Government,
was doing a large amonnt of business,
und was proving of the greatest ad-

vientage in the  development of owr
Rastern goldfields.  Of all the items
o the Schedule, he believed there was
no other item ilat was more urgent
than 1his one. He therefore hoped it
would not be necessary to discuss it at
any great length, beeanse it was obvious

in
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to every person in the colony who con-
sidered the subject tor a moment, that the
rich auriferous deposits in the district
which this railway would serve must be
tupped by means of railway communi-
cation, These goldfields extended to the
South of Couly udie and far away to the
North and Nm th-West and North-East,
right away to Kurnalpi, Tuke Carey, the
D0-Mile, Siberin, and the intervening
regions; and they would all be assisted
h\ fln«. extension of our ruilway svstem
to Coolgardie.  He had not the slightest
lwat.].tmn, therefore, in recommending
this item to the fuvourable consideration
of the committee. Ie felt that this
expression of opinion on his part, as to
the urgency of this work, wus shared by
vvery member of the House, and, for that
reawson, and seeing that they h.ul disenssed
it very much zl.lrua.d.\', especially on the
second reading of the Bill, he felt he had
no right to ask members to listen to
another long speech from him on the
subject,

Mz. Rawprir: Is there any differ-
ence of opinion as to the route this line
=hould take?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
did not know of any. They proposed
that the line should go somwewhere near
where the road went now,

Mr. Rawprrn: Js there any doubt
ahout the amount put down for the work
being sufticient 7

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest)
belicved it was quite sufficient.  The
Engineer-in-Cloef was o careful man, and
the estimute wis o liberal one.  He
belicved himself we would be abje to
carry out both  these goldfields lines
for considerably less than the schedule
amounts; but this was the estimate of
the Engineer-in-Chief.

Mr. HARPER said, before the ques-
tion was put, he wished to hring nuder the
notice of the Government another matter,
to some extent connected wilh the subject
before them, and which in the future
would he a veryimportant matter, Tt was
only within the Jist few voars that people
had discovered that there was a sonree
of great wealth in a direction they had
never anticipated before, in the way of
fertilising agencies, and he helieved that
in the opinion of scientists there would

- yot be discovered in this wrid portion of

our eomtry rich mineral ferlilisers, the
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result of percolation. As the securing of
a return traffic was an important con-
sideration with regard to this goldfields
railway, he thought the matter he had
referred to was one that should receive
the attention of the Govermment. for, if
these fertilising deposits could be dis-
covered, they wonld materially increase
the receipts on this line, and probably
justify a reduction in the outward freight
rates.  He thought it was well worthy of
consideration by the Government whether
an examination of the country should
not be made in scareh of these deposits.
In addition t6é that, there was another
tineral deposit, gypsum, knowu to exist
i considerable quantities in that region.
Perhaps it might not be generally known
to members that the result of the clenr-
ing of land in the Avon valley during the
last few years had caused a very con-
siderable amount of alkaline in the soil
to obtrude itself; some of the very
richest patches of land weve becoming
absolutely barren owing to the appear-
ance of alkalotds, and they were told that
gypsum was the best antidote for this
evil. If so, any gypsuin deposits we
might bave in this country wonld become
extremely valuable, and provision should
be made for collecting these deposits and
utilising them. He mentioned the matter
go that the Government might consider
the advisability of taking some steps in
this dirvection.

Mr. MORAN hoped that hefore the
contract. for this Coolgardie line was
started the rajlway to Southern Cross
would be out of the hands of the cou-
tractor entirely.  He also hoped that very
efficient arrangements would be made for
the conveyance of Lhe plant and wmaterial
required for the construction of this Cool-
gardie railway over the present line, so as
not to interfere with the ordinary traftic.
There was another point, he thaught, that
was worth considering at the present
moment. and it was o very important
one, and that was the guestion of waler
supply along this line. The Govern-
ment had gone to a considerable expense
in sinking wells and providing tanks for
the purpose of supplying travellers by
road, and they were told by the Premier
that this line would probably follow
the present road from the Cross to
Coolgardie. If so, the contractor would
probably claim the right to use the water

(12 Seer., 1894.]

Loaw Rill, 1894, 575
in these wells and tanks; and, by the
time the contractor and his army of men
were supplied, the general public would
come very badly off, unless some steps
were taken to regulate this matter. He
mentioned the matter now, so that the
department might he prepared for it.

Mer. RANDELL said the matter re-
ferred to was a very importunt one, and
he commended it to the earnest considera-
tion of the Government, so as to make
gsome provision for it in the contract.
He believed he was correct in saying
that after the contractor for the Southern
Cross railway left Northam, he had to
fall back for his water supply upon the
wells which “the settlers depended upon -
for their supply. He was informed that
the contractor actually took possession of
the Meekering spring, to the great in-
convenience and detriment of the settlers
who were located in that neighbourhood,
and at least one of them was actually
driven away from his location. He
thought care should be taken that therc
was not the same difficulty with this
Coolgardie line, and that the water
supply provided for travellers would not
be .mterfered with by the contractor’s
working parties.

M=z. A. FORREST thought the hon.
member had been misinformed as to
the action of the contractor for the
Yilgarn line; as a matter of fact there
wias no permanent water on the Mecker-
ing area. With regard to the suggestion
of the hon. member for Yilgarn; if the
Government were going to stipulate that
the contractor for this railway was to
have no right to use the water in the
Government wells and tanks on the road,
of course, the amount of the tenders
would be very much increased, because
there was absolutely no other water
available, and the contractor would have
te bring it all the way from Northam.
These tanks werc about twenty miles
apart, and he saw no objection to the
contractor having the use of o tanlk afier
the railway passed that particular place.
That scetion of the road would not then
be used much by travellers, as they would
go by rail.  Therefore, he hoped the
Commissioner of Railways would be very
careful in not stipulating thal the von-
tragtor should not have the wse of any of
these tunks, on the ground that they were
required by the travelling publie; hecause,
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as he had already said, once the railway
passed one of these tanks, thal tank would
be no longer requived by the publie, if
this railway was goiog to be opened for
traffic in sections, as they were told it
was. This ilem of water supply was a
very important item for the contractor,
whoever he wmight be, and, if he was not
allowed to make any use of the wells or
tanks, it wonld add very largely to the
price of the contract.

Mr. SIMPSON did not think the
House need trouble itself about the eon-
tractor. The contractor would take good
care to protect himself. But he would
urge, as regards this railway, as he had
already doneg in the case of the Murchison
line, that the work of construction should
be expedited us much as practicable, and
that the time for carrying out the contract
would be fised at as short a time as pos-
sible, even although it might increase the
amount of the contract.

Mr. RICHARDSON said the hon.
member for West Kimberley had sug-
gested that the contractor should have
the right te use the present tanks, once
the railway passed any particular tank, as
the public would no longer require phat
tank, The hon. member seemed to con-
template that everybody would then travel
by this railway, and that there would be
no travellers on foot, no teams on the
road, nor camel trains. He thought they
should be very careful in dealing with
this matter. They might find the con-
tractor charging pw]ub:tw; rates on this
ling, if travelling by road were rendered
difticull, or nnpossnb]v by reason of the
water supply running short.

Me. CLARKSON did not think they
need fear there would be much squabbling
about water, for as a matter of fact, there
was little or no water on this read, nor
likely to be for the next cight or nine
mouths.

Item agreed to.

Ttem 38— Railway from Donnybrook
towards Bridgetown (exclusive of Rolling
Btock),” £80,000 :

Mz. LEAKE suid be rose to movi an
amendwment,—that the words “ Albany,
viid” be inserted between the words
*“towards” and * Bridgetown.” 'The
item would then read: * Railway from
Donuybrook towards Albany, vid Bridge-
town.” (A lawgh} Hon. members
might laugh;. but would they lough af
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thia statement seriously made by the
Premier hungelf in his Bunbury speech ?
He was gquoting the Premier’s own words
with reference to this very item. His
words were: “The present Government
“also propose to recommend to Parlia-
“ment.

Tue PrEmMier (Hou. Sir J. Forrest):
What are you quoting from ?

Mr. LEAKE said he was quoting from
the report of the speech in the West
Anstralien, which he believed was revised
by the hon. gentleman himself. [THE
Premier: I “don’t think so.] Il that
paper had misquoted the hen. gentle-
man he hoped he would deal with it as
summarily as he was in the habit of
denling with members of the House.
The hon. member’s words on that
memorable occasion were these: ““The
“ present Grovernment also propose to re-
“commend to Parliament that a sum nort
“exceeding £100,000 should be devoted
“for the extension of the railway from
‘ Donnybrook to the tinfields in Bridge-
“town. I hope this £100,000 will Luke
“the railway the whole wuy. You who
“know the country will be, perhaps, able
“to give a better opinion than I can, but
“it is not possible for the Government to
“recommend the expenditure of a greater
“sum than £100,000. I hope that it
“will take the line a long way. I hope,
“almost, it will take it Al the way to
“ Bridgetown. The reasons that have
‘“ aetunted the Government in recommend-
“ing this section are that 14 will be a
“further section of the great trunk line
“from Perth wii Bunbury, Donnybrook,
“and Lake Muir to Albany, and thut it
“will open up a rich agricultural land,
« with u genial climate and an abundaut
“rainfall.”  Did hon. members laugh at
that ? He did not think there was any-
thing humorous in those remarks. They
scemed to him to have been uttered with
deliberation, just on the eve of a general
election, when the Premier was announc-
ing the policy of his Government; and
the words of the Premier on that occagion
carried great force. They produced a
very strong impression in the electorate
he (Mr. Leake) happencd te represent,
for he remembered that in addressing
the electors, prior to the Premier’s speccly,
lie eriticised this particular item as inerely
a tinfields railway, wnd said that if
this Bridgetown lime wus going to be a
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tinfields railway it would not receive his
support, and, unless it was the intention
of the Government to make it part and
parcel of a line to Albany, he would
not support the line. Then came the
Premier’s utterances at Bunbury, which
he had already guoted; and, when he
addressed the Albany electors on a subse-
quent occasion, — [Mr. Smpson: You
climbed down.] No. he didn't climb
down, nor was he going to climb down
now. He did not go back from what he
had said as to its being a tinfields line;
but, when he found it put forward by
the Premier as part and purcel of o line
to Albany, he felt that be wus able to
give it his support, on that ground, and
that groond only. After the promise of
the Premier at Bunbury, he thought he
was perfectly justified in asking the Gov-
ernment to accept the amendment he now
proposed. These words which he desired
to insert simply confirmed the statement
made in May last by the Premier himself,
when he stated that the reason which
had actuated the Goverument in recom-
mending this line was that it would be
a further section of the great trunk line
from Perth, »id Bunbury, Donnybrook,
Bridgetown, and TLake Muir, to Albany.

Tee PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
said the words quoted hy the hon.
member from his Bunbury speech accur-
ately conveyed his intentions with regard
to this raillway, and he should like to
explain to members exactly what lis
views were with reference to it. When
he stated, on more than one occasion,
that this line of railway from Donnybrook
to Bridgetown should form part of a
grand trunk line to catch the Warren and
the Lake Muir country, and then on to
Albany, he had in his mind that it would
go through country where the rainfull was
good, the climate excellent, and the soil
fairly good—n country that would in the
future beecome a good producing country,
capable of supporting a large population ;
and his hope was that this rallway wounld

{12 Serr, 1894.)

be the means, as it extended further -

South and South-East, of devcloping the
whole of that immense torvitory. He did
not intend, in anything he said, to convey
the idea that this line should be extended
to Albany in order to compete with the
existing hne, the Great Southern Railway.
So far as Albany itself was concerned, it
was already fairly well supplied with

—— ——
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means of communication with all parts
of the colony; and it was not in order to
provide further means of communivation
between the metvopolis and Albany that
he ever suggested this other line. His
iden was that the line should go through
a different part of the colony altogether,
reaching Albiny some day, by way of the
Lake Muir country, thus bringimg the
whole of that territory inte closer com-
munication with the ports on the West
coast of the colony, and with the great
port of Albany itself. Tt was oot hkely
that as we extended this ling Southward
all the trafiic would come Novihward,
when there was a magnificent ouflet for
it at Albany. It was notto be supposed
that people ut Lake Muir would be content
to have the traffic of that part of the
colony go by way of Bunbury to Perth,
when they had a market closer at hand at
Albany. Tt would not be reasomable to
expect it.  Therefore, when he said he
hoped that this railway to Bridgetown
would vet form part of a great trunk line
to Albany, he was expressing a hope that
this immense but now isolated terri-
tory, with its abundant rainfall and fairly
productive seil, would be connected by
means of a railway with other parts of
the colony. These were his views, and
he had no hesitation in expressing them.
But be did not agree with the hon. mem-
ber in his desire to insert these words in
the Schedule of this Bill, though he bad
no particular objection to them himsclf.
Tt appeared to him there was no necessity
for them. When the present object of
this line was to go part of the distance
to o defined point, they would be adopt-
ing an unusual course by inserting in the
Bill a place that was 150 miles further on,
where they had no intention of going at
the present time. As to this being a
tinfields line, he never in anything he
said at Bunbury intended to convey that
it was a railway to the tinficlds. What-
ever he may have bheen reported as say-
ing. he never intended that. He was not
so foolish as to expect that members
would vote for the railway if the only
inducement for its construction was the
existence of the tinfields. He did not
think it would be rcasonable to build a
railway specially for these tinfields, con-
sidering  their present output; and he
never intended to place the construetion
of this line on such narrow grounds. He
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asked the House to vote for it because it | introducing the Agricultural Bank Bill

went through country possessing very
good soil, & genial climate, and a good
rainfall—u country with possibilities of
a large agricultural development, and
capable of supporting u large pepulation ;
and because this ruilway running through
such a country would largely mcrease
production. He might inform members
what the intention of the Government
was with regard to the route which this
line should take. At present the surveys
were not complete by any means, but
their present intention was that it should,
as closely as possible, follow the route

shown on the map by the blue line, goinyg |

from Donnybreok to Bridgetown, along
and through the settlements that already
exigted there, This question of route had
engaged his serious attention for a con-
siderable time. He had read what the
Engineer-in-Chief had said on the sub-
ject, and weighed his arguments as care-
fully as he was able to; but he felt certuin
that if the milway were taken by the
“red line” route it would not be as good
a line as the “blue™ route, although
it would better serve many of his own
constituents on the TUpper Preston.
Therefore, in advocating this roule he
was not advocating the wishes or interests
of his constituents in that part-—and he
might inform the House that it wus in
that direction that his constituents muialy
resided. He hoped the hon. member for
the Gascoyne would make a note of that.
He felt that in advocating this ‘' blue
line,” although it presented some en-
gineering  diflicelties which the “red
line™ did not, he was advocating a line
that would serve a lorger number of
people, and a larger extent of good
country. The Lower Blackwood would
be served, and the Lower Warren even
would be served, and the whole country
would be better served by this line than it
would be by the “red " line. Therefore,
the Grovernment proposed to adopt it in
the Bill which he would have the plensure
of submitting to Parliament, defining the
route of this railway, with the usual
margin of course for deviation. He did
not think it was necessary for him to
make a long speech in support of this
railwuy. He noticed that in introducing
the Bill be said a great deal about the
necessity for encouraging production in
every way in our power; and, again, in

he dwelt at some length on the same
subject. He could only reiterate every
word he said on those fwo cccusions, and
that they would be only doing what wus
right and just towards every part of
the colony by extending our ruilways
in those directions where the productive-
ness of the country would be largely
increased. He had listened most care-
fully to what wmembers had said with
regurd to this railway, und the most be
could gather from their objections was:
we ought to delay it a little. He was
not in favour of delay at this period in
the history of the colony. We had an
opportunity now that we never had
before for pushing this colony ahead
opportunities which, perhaps, few colonies

‘ever had ; that was, in having o rapidly

increasing population, which gave pro-
mise of still greater increase, affor ding a
large and ploflt&l)]b market for the pro-
ducts of the colony. Sorvely it was in
onr interests—in the interests of every
man jn this country—that we should
take advantage of our opportunity, and
try to produce those things that were
absolutely necessary to meet the require-
mnents of this rapidly growing population
on our goldfields and in our towns. There
was this other incentive: we could afford
it. There was no question about that.
The revenue of the country was increasing
at such a rate that we could easily afford
to undertake this work. He did not
think any member “would veniure to
oppose thiz item on the ground that
we could not afford it. If we could
afford to spend over a million and a
third jn other public works, it we could
afford to spend about three-quarters of a
million in building railways to our gold-
fields, surely we could afford £80,000 in
building a railway into the midst of n
rich agricultural district.

Mr, PIESSE said he must object to
the amendment of the hon. member for
Albany. No doubt the hon. member had
shown a wise discretion, and that it was
very politic on his part to adopt the
course he wus adopting in endeavouring
to pledge the House to extend this vailway
to Albuny. But those who knew the
country which the line would run through
Encw it would be simply madness to run
@ railway from Bridgetown to Albuany
through the Lake Muir country, with ity
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hilly ranges and engineering difficulties,
and land that was not of the best. There
were much Dbetter routes, if it were
necessary to have such o railway, It
was, of course, useless to think of it
at present; they were discounting the
future in discussing it at all. It wwas
true the Premier had referred to the
subject in his Bunbury speech, but, there
could be no doubt that in making those
remarks he had no idea of such a line
being carried out within any reasonuble
distance of time. Although the insertion
of these words *“wid Albany " might not
mean very much, it would afford ground
for those who were interested in having
such o line constructed to agitate for it,
and it would be holding out false hopes
to them, The hon. member who repre-
sented the district (Mr. Hassell) told his
constituents himself that he dJdid not
believe in the line referred to by the
Premier. There was much better country
through which such a line could be
taken; but it was absurd to talk about if,
now, and it was as well to nip this idea
in the bud. He did not wish the people
of Albany to imagine, for a momens, that
members, in agreeing to this Bridgetown
line, were agrecing to extend it hereafter
to Albany, as suggested by the hon.
member who submitied this amendment.
No doubt the hon. member was prompted
by a good desire to ygratify his con.
stituents. [Mr. A. ForresT: He can't
help himself.] He had noticed that, for
gome time past, the Albany paper, the
Advertiser, had been favouring this route,
simply because it was a shorter route, and
would bring Albany into quicker com-
munication with Perth and Fremantle
than the present line; but, if members
would look at the map they would see it
wouldl ouly make a difference of about 16
miles. Were they going to tax the coun-
try to build a railway that would ecost
hundreds of thousands of pounds, for the
sake of sixteen miles, when they already
had a railway in existence which served
all their present requirements 7 He
thought it was simply madness to talk
ahout building this line from Bridgetown
to Albany, and he thought they should
not encourage the idea, but put their
font down upon it once for all, and strike
out this amendment. The hon. member
must know in his own heart that if these
words were inserted they would mean
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nothing. Dut the hon. member did not
care for that; he would be quite content
if the Government would ohly say they
would extend this line to Albany, although
they might not mean it. He wounld then
vote for this Bridgetown line. When he
(Mr. Picsse)} spoke upon tbis item the
other day, he said he should want some
further information to satisfy him that
the work ought to he undertaken; but
after hearing the remarks of His Honour
the Speaker on the subject. and the in-
formation given since the second read-
ing, he was now convinged that we ought
to build this line, as we were assured
by the Premier that the colony could
easily-afford it, -

Mr. CONNOR said that, like the hon.
member who had just sat down, he rose
to pay a tribute to the hon. member for
Albany for his sagacity in moving this
amendment. His idea was that when
the hon. member introduced his amend-
ment. he had no idea that this item would
be carried at all.  As he could not sup-
port the itemi—there being in his opinion
no present necessity for this railway—he
could not support the amendment. If he
eould support thig line at all, he would
support u line going to Albany ; it might
then be of some use to the colony, if ouly
as an advertisement, which probably
would be about the only advantage it
would he.

M=z. A. FORREST could not help
thinking that the time of the House was
being wasted in discussing this amend-
ment. ‘Why it was introduced at all was
more than he could understand, because
the hon. member must know well enongh
that the House had no intention whatever
of earrving on a line of railway from
Bridgetown to Albany. 1f they did, they
would never take it in o direct line to
Albany; they would take it through
country that would make it pay. Who
ever heard of such a proposition as a line
through Lake Muir to Albany? [Mr.
Lease: The Premicr himself.] Then he
disagreed] with the Premier altogather on
this point. Did any sane man think that
House was going to vote, either this year
or nexi year, or any other year, for huild-
ing a line to Albany when they alrendy
had a line? Wure they going to break
faith with tbose who built that line,
and to build another line to compete
with it, and endeavour to deaw the traflic
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away from it? The Premier was wrong
when he talked about a railway from
Bridgetown *to Albany, by Lake Muir,
and he could not support him. He sup-
ported the Government, as a rule, be-
cause he belicved they were geuerally
right.  But he was in no way pledged to
support them. He was as independent
as any member.  He would just as soon
vote against them as for them. He
believed he had voted against them as
often as for them: He had been in-
dependent all his life-time of the Premier
or anyone else, and he hoped be would
continue to be so. The hon. member
introduced this amendment to please the
Albany people, his own constituents.
What did thoy care for Albany?  Albany
already had one railway, and he was sure
they did not want another. He did not
believe, if they polled the whole of the
colony, they would find one man who
would vote for a railway from Bridgetown
to Albany. He did not believe the hon,
member for Albany himself would do i,
in his right senses. But they knew the
hon. member was expected to do these
things. He went down to Albany, a
Perth man, and he had to promise them
all sorts of things to please them,
although he must know there was nol
the slightest chance of carrying them.
He hoped that during the recess he
might have the pleasure of driving the
hon. member from Bridgetown, through
Lake Muir, on to Albany. The hon.
member would then soon be convinced
of the absurdity of talking about a
railway. It was nothing wmore or less
than a little bit of electioneering dodge
this amendment, and he was surprised
the hon. member should have the 1mpu-
dence to bring it forward.

Mr. HASSELL said he intended to
support the amendment. His hon. friend
the member for Katanning—he begged
his pardon, he meant the hon. member
for the Williams, though he was generally
known as the member for Kutanning,
because he always advocated the claims
of Katanning and nowhere else—the
hon. membher stated that he (Mr. Hassell)
told his constituents that he was not in
favour of a line from DBridgetown to
Albany. That was not true. What he
satd was that he was not in favour of
the route sketched by the Premier,
becaugse he did not believe it was the
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right one.  He Dbelieved that a line
going in the right direction wonld be a
very good thing, and he believed it
would yet come to pass. Unlike the
hon. member, he was not Lound up with
Katanning, nor with the Great Southern
Raiiway. He did not believe in that
railway, nor in the way it was adminis-
tered; and le hoped that House some
day would be able to vote the money to
purchase that ruilway, for he felt pertectly
certnin that that part of the colony would
never go ahead so long as the Great
Southern Railway peoplc held it.

Mz. CLARKSON was sorry he could
not support the amendment of the hon.
membher for Albany. He did not think
the hon. member believed in it himself.
[M=. Leake: Yes, ITdo.] Tt was simply
wasting the time of the House to discuss
it, for the hon. mnewher must know there
was not the slightest chance of its heing
carried.

Mr. PIESSE wished to say a word in
explanation. As the hon. member for
Plantagenct denied having told his con-
stituents that he was not in favour of a
line from Bridgetown to Albany, hie must
accept the hon. member’s demul. He
only went by the newspaper report of his
speech.  The hon. member, however, had
no right to accuse him of advocating the
clains of Katanning and nowhere else,
nor to address him as “ the member for
Katanning.”  As a matter of fuct, his
interests were more bound up with the
Williams than Katanning.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said it was not his
intention to support the amendment. To
the first, place we would be breaking faith
with a company that had carried out ils
work well in bringing Albany into railway
communication with the rest of the colony.
That company, in return for constructing
that line received a certain concession in
the shape of land; and would it now
be fair for us to go and buwild another
line to compete against this land grant
company ?  He thought it would be most
In the next place, apart trom
that, he did not think 1t would be o wise
thing to have two lines of railway running
into A]b'my cerfainly not through this
Lake Muir country.  He had heard the
land condemned, and that the engineering
difficulties would he immense, and that
such a line would probably cost a million
of money. The thing was absurd. Not
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only that, it would be a pity to raise the
hopes of the Alhuny people by leading
them o think that either this Govero-
ment or any future Government would
dream of building such a line, when we
already had a railway. He thought that
to insert these words would lead to
confinnous agitation, and no end of heart-
burnings and disappointment.

Mz. RANDELL thought that if the
wiwendment were carricd o would  Dbe
tantamount to a distinet pledge on the
part of the House that this line fo
Bridgelown was o section of u line to
Albany. e, therefore, must oppose it.
He did not think it was necessary to
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the sume reason lie was necessarily ygainst
the amendment. A good deal of light
had since been thrown upon the main
question, but, if there was anyihing that
would dwnn this Bridgetown line alto-
gether, it was this idea that it should
be extended to Albany. He thought
it was the most absurd and reinous
thing it would he possible for that
House to do, to pledge itself 1o such
a line, having regard to the character
of the country to be traversed between
Bridgetown and Albany.

Mr. LEAKE said, as he had becn

- made the subject of some unfavourable

have two lines to Albany—certainly not -

at present; and he was not prepared to
pledge himself at this stage to an exten-
sion of this line in that direction from
Bridgetown.

Mr. MORAN was sorry now he did
not move that the Coolgardic line should
zo #id South America. Tt would be just
as reasonuble as the amendment of the
hon. member for Albany, which he looked
upon as a distinct breach of faith with
the private company who had built the
present line. He hoped those who had
trusted to the hon. member's advocacy
of their projects for the construction of
other private railwuys would bewr in mind
the hon, member’s action in this case. He
did nof, belicve the hon. member was in
earnest. THe had on a former occasion
led them to understand he was going to
support this Bridgetown line, but he now
showed that he had no fuith in that line,
unless it could be made a stepping-stone
to rench Albany. The hon. member
simply wanted to please his constituents.

Mg. JAMES did not see how they
could consistently support this amend-
ment. They had been crying out all
along (and with justice) that they had
very little information to guide them with
regard to other lines, and surely they had
no right to pledge the House to a line
as to which they had no information
whatever.

Me ILLINGWORTH said he certainly
understood, on reading the Promer's
speech at Bunbury, that it was his inten-
tion to take this railway on to Albany;
and, for the very reason that he thought
that was the intention of the Governmnent,
he, with the knowledge he then had, had
set his face against this railway. For

obscrvations. he wished to set himself
right with the House, He did not hesi-
tate for o moment to say that his ohject
in bringing forward the amendment was
to pledge the House. (A laugh.) The
hon. member need not laugh, He was
perfectly serious in what he did. He
wished and meant to pledge the House.
He could quite vnderstand the observi-
tions of members if they thought he
bad brought it forward from frivolous
motives, or with a frivolous design.
Nothing of the kind. His belief was
that if the Bridgetown railway was
necessary, it was necessary only us a
scction of o line to Albany. He could
afford to pass over the silly and shallow
ohservations of lhe hon. member for
Yilgarn, and to coulemplate with equa-
nimity the few vemarks of the hon.
member for West Kimberley, who, with
his usuval consistency, charged him with
wasting the time of the House and forth-
with proceeded to make a direct aftack
upon himsclf instead of speaking to the
question hefore the House. But the
hon. member surely forgot that when
he attacked him in this instance he
indirectly attacked the Government, who,
throngh the Prewmier, had advocated this
very line. That must be a very painful
reflection to the hon. member. In the
same way, when the hon. inember aceused
him of impudence he indirectly accused
his friend the Premier of impudence.
Now that was very wrong of the hon.
member— very wrong indeed.

Tne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
thought he had fully cxplained to wmem-
hers the view he took on this question,
and he need not go over the same
ground again. They must go slowly;
they must not go too fast; and, if the
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hon. wember for Albany wanted a line
buill to connect our South- Western line
with Albany, he would be acting wisely
in agrecing to a section of ruilway that
took him 50 or 60 miles in that direction,
as this Bridgetown line would, rather
than defeat the attainment of his object
by pressing this amendment, As for
pledging the House to carry it on, e
did not suppose the House was prepared
to so pledge itself, When it came within
the range of practical politics, the Gov-
ernment of the day would bhave to briug
in a distinct proposition to that cffect.
But he Dbelieved that in time this line
would trend towards the South-Bast in
the direction of Albany, and eventually
bring that paft of the country into direct
communication with that important port.
As to such a line being a breach of faith
with the Great Southern Company, he
thought it was rather far-fetched—ab-
surd he called it—to suggest that to
build a line of railway going through
country that was about o hundred niiles
away from an existing line was a breach
of faith. This iinmense intervening terri-
tory, with its fine climate, its regular rain-
fall, and [airly good soil, capable of great
development, would never be developed
unless they established railway communi-
cation to it. But he was not prepared ut
the preseot time to ask the House to
support a proposition to extend this line
further than Bridgetown. He certainly
hoped that during the life of the present
Parliament it would reach Bridgetown,
but ull they asked for now was for autho-
rity to construct a line from Donunybrook
“ towards” Bridgetown. ke hoped, under
the circnmstances, the hon. member would
not press his amendment. The bon.
member had done his duty towards his
constitucney, and he look no exception
to the hon. memnber doing so. It was all
very well for some members to laugh,
but which of them was not prepared to
advocate the intervsts of those who sent
them to the House to represent them?
At the same time he thought the hon.
member would be acting in his own
interest, und the interest of his constitu-
ency, if he arcepted this item as it stood,
a8 a line towards Bridgetown, which was
in the direction the hon. member desired
it to zo.

Mr. HASSELL hoped the hon. mem-
ber would press his amendment, and

[ASSEMBLY ]

Loan Bill, 1894.

divide the House upon it, if ouly to show
the feeling of members towards the town
and district which the hon. member and
himself reprosented.

Question put—That the words proposed
to be inserted be inserted.

A division being called for, the num-
bers were :—

Ayes . 2
Noes . 23
Majority against ... 21

ATES. Noks.

MMr. Hassell Mr. Clarkson

DMr, Leake (Teller). Mr. Counor

Mr. Covkworthy
Sir John Forrest
Mr. A, Porrest
Mr Hurper

Mr. Ilingworth
Mr. Jomes

Mr. Keep

Bir. Lelroy

Mr. Marmion
My, DMornn

Br, Pnlerson
Mr. Pearse

Mr. Piease

Mr, Richardson
bMe, R. F, Shell
Mr. H. W. Sholl
Mr, Simpsen
Mr. Solemon
Mr. Venn

Alr. Wood

Mr. Randell (Teller),

Amendment thus negatived.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
siid the question now before the comn-
mittee being the main question, he did
not know that it was necessary for him
to add much to what he had wlready said.
He had already stated that the colony
wus in a position to afford this railway,
and no one could object to it on that
ground. Then camne the question, was it
neeessary in the intercsts of the colony ?
His own opinion, as he hal stated over
and over again, wus that it wus a necessary
work. The guestion would vcewr to some
members, was it necessary at the present
time?  Very few members had ventured
to say that we should not undertake it at
all, but several had wdvoested that it
should be deferred until & more convenicnt,
scason.  He did nob think himself there
would he n more convenient season than
the present time.  As he had already
said, we hud an opporiunity now thal we
may, perhaps, never have again, with the
large influx of populalion pouring into
the colony, increasing the number of
consumers, and creating u market for
our produce. If ever there was u
time in the history of the colony when
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we ought to siraim every ucrve to
stimulate the occupation and cultivation
of the soil, and to increase local pro-
duction, now was the time to Jo it. The
more country we cpened up, provided it

. was capable of development, the more

advantageous would it be and the more
likely would we be to be in a position to
meet our growing requirements. The pro-
gramme of the Government, as set forth
in His Excelleney’s Speech at the opening
of the scssion, was to promote the pro-
gress and the development of the re-
sources of the colony, and, simultaneously
with such progress und development, to
encourage the occupution and improve.
ment of our lands, by affording increased
facilities of transit, so that the muwrkets
established on our goldfields might be
supplied from local sources.  This railwuy
was part of that programme. Of course
there was another view, which appealed,
perhaps, more to their sentiment of
generosity than to their sense of justice;
though he did not intend to urge that
view. But thore was that view. A
large number of people who lived in that
isolated part of the colony wibtnessed
railway extension and other public works
going on in other parts of the colony,
affording facilities of transit and inter-
course which they do not possess, and
they naturally desived to secure similar
advantages.  This was a point that no
doubt was deserving of some considera-
tion, although people could not expect w
railway to he built to their district unless
it could be shown that it would not only
benefit them but also be advantageous to
the whole colony ; in other words, that it
would not be a burden upon the State.
He must say he had been pleased with
the attitude shown by scveral members
with regard to this question; he thought
they were in accord with the view taken
of it by the Government, that we should
increase our locul production by doing
all we can to open up our best lands,
By-and-by our more inferior lands would
no doubt he taken notice of, but at pre-
sent we devoted our atiention fo our most
profitable lands.  Land that u few years
ago was ignored was mnow considered
valuable ; and it would be the same here-
after,—-land which we now ignored would
be regarded as valuable land by-and-hy.
He had spoken so much with regard to
this item that he really had nothing new
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to add, but, in conclusion, he would
appeal to members, and especially to
those who had given a genervus suppert
to the Government for yeuwrs, on this
ground, if they were prepared to give
their adhesion to the policy of the Gov.
¢riment as regards a million-and-a-third
of this loan, they should not reject
wltogether the policy of the Government
in regard to this small item, secing that
this was the only railway on the Schedule
which had for its object, its main ohject,
the opening up and development of the
agricultural lands of the colony. If this
Loan Bill pussed in its entivety, ind the
Agricultural Bank Bill became luw, he
believed that. with these. two neasures
working together, one supplying the
money and the other supplying the
necessury legislution, we would be able to
convert an immense ferritory ab present
sparsely populated into a new provineu of
production, by encouraging people to
settle on the land and to cultivate it. A
very small area of this land was capable
of supporting a population. Tt wasnot
so, unfortunately, m all other parts of
the colany, where the rainfall was not so
good and the seil so productive. But in
this part of the colony almost everything
that people required in the way of the
vevessarios of life could be produced from
the soil.  He was aware there wus heavy
clearing, but he had seen people living
out of very small areas—peasant pro-
prictors he might call them. As he had
already stated, nearly the whole of the
country through which this line would
puss was still held by the Crown.

Mr. Ravpern: Can you give us any
estimate of the probable quantity of ¢ul-
tivable land P

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
would not like to make a positive state-
ment on that point, as to the quantity.
But there was the map befere hon. mem-
bers, and the whole of this lund was in
the hands of the Crown, with the excep-
tion of the few pieces eoloured green.
Although this line would not tup the
whole of that immense territory, still it
would open up w very large aven of land
capable of development; and with a rail-
way running through it, and with our
liberal land laws and the other measure
now before Parliament to stimulate the
occupation and caltivation of the soil he
firmly believed, as he had already said,
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that we could add a new province of pro-
duction to the colony.

Mx. RICHARDSON congratulated the
Government upon abandounmg the route
which le understood they had intended
to adopt, the “red line” route, and mix-
ing up this agricltural line with the
Collie coalficld line. He felt he could
not have supported the “red line” route
hecause in his opinion the extra saving of
£18,000 in the cost of construction would
not have justified him in supporting a
line which would not best serve the
country, or prove of the greatest benefit
to the greatest number. Though, perhaps,
the present number of settlers hardly
justified the construction of this railway
ab’ present, still there could be no doubt
there was a great deal of good land avail-
able for cultivadtion. The great difficulty
was the clearing difficulty, and his idea
was that steps should be taken to have this
land made ready for clearing by ringing it.
The saving in the cost of ¢learing would
be something cnormous. TLand which
without being rung might cost £8 or £9
an acre to clear, could, if rung two or
three years beforehand, be cleared for £3
of £4 an acre. Qn 50,000 acres of land
this would mean a saving of ahout a
quarter of a million in the cost of clear-
ing. He thought the Government would
he conferring a great boon upon the
country, and contributing largely to the
success of this railway, if they could sece
their way to enter info a contract to have
somwe of this country rung, taking care,
howuver, not to ring the jurrah, which
was & valuable product. The expenditure
of £3,000 or £4,000 in this direction,
under judicious superintendence, would
be one of the best and most reproductive
works the Government could engage in.
The result, in two or three years’ time,
would be a net gain of possibly £200,000
or £300,000; and he did not think a
betber investment could be made of any
money which the Government would have
to spend out of this Loan Bill, or from
any othor source,

Sir J. G. LEE STEERE did not know
that he could use any further arguments
in favour of this railway than those that
had been brought hefore themn by the
Colonial Treasurer; and he rose prin-
cipally to say that it had given him the
areatest satisfaction possible to hear that
the Government had determined to take
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this railway ulong the “blue” line, in-
stead of the “ved” ling or the *“green”™
line. He, perhaps, knew this country more
intimately than anyone in the House; he
had been over it very frequently, and he
beligved that nearly the whole of the land
along the propesed route was available
for settlement. There had been a large
agricultural aren lately sct apart there,
and which this line would go through;
whereas, if the “ red” line route had been
adopted, the railway for thirty miles
would have gone through very poor
forest country, not adapted for settle-
ment,  With reference to the jarrab
country in the vicinity of the railway,
he might say that when driving through
that country, time after time, and ob-
serving the splendid forests of timber,
he often wondered when would there
be some meuns for getting all that
fine timber to a market. It scemed to be
a sin to have such a magnificent forest
of timber rewaining unutilised, becanse
there were no means available for gelting
it to market ; and he believed there would
be a very considerable timber traffic upon
this railway. He felb confident, himself,
that we were just as much justified in
making this rwilway as in making any
vailway we had ever constructed to any
agricultural district.  He would uot say
as much, perhaps, as some of our gold-
ficlds railways, because he thoughi the
colony could not have prospered without
those railways; but he thought we were
gqnite as mueh justified in making this
line as any railway we bad wade to tap
any other agricultural district. He felt
sure, after the appeal made to them by
the Colonial Treagurer, there would be no
opposition to this railway. He hoped
himself they would not even divide upon
it, but show their confidence in it by
unanimously supporting it. He belioved
that, npon reconsideration, that would be
the result.

Mz. LEFROY said as he had heen
somewhat opposed to the borrowing of so
large a swm as was proposed in this Bill,
he should like to say a few words with
regird to the item now before the com-
mittce, This Blackwood country had
heen cut off from the rest of the colony
for a great number of years, and if the
conntry could be opened by this railway
and production increased, it wonld not
only be an advantage to that part of
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the colony but. to the colony as a whole.
He had the pleasure of visiting the dis-
trich recently, for the first time, uwnd he
must say, speakiog from bis own personal
observation and his kmowledge about
land, that he was very agrecably sur-
prised with the character of the country.
No doubt it was very heavily timibered,
but from what he could sec, he came to the
opimion that the country was capable of
carrying a very large population. The
land is rich, and is well watered; and a
very small arca would keep a family, as
compared with the land in the central
districts of the colony. The Premier when
he spoke about establishing “a bold
peasantry ' on the sgil, as he was rather
fond of doing, must have had his cye
upon this district, or this part of the
colony, which certainly was about the
most likely part of the colony for establish-
ing that class of settler. No doubt it
would take 2« hold” man to tackle this
heavily timbered country, but, once he
got it cleared, he would be able to get a
great deal out of the ground afterwards.
After sceing the country, he admitted it
was necessary there should be a railway
made some day towards Bridgeiown, as
indeed it. was necessary there should be
to many other parts of the colony. But,
as the Premier had just said, we mnust not
go on too fast. If he and those who
sat on that side of the House sought to
put the brake on occasionally, he was
sure the Premier would not feel hurt.
Their desire was to do what they con.
sidered best in the interests of the
country. .

At 630 p.mi. the CratrMaN left the
chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the CHAIRMAN resumed
the chair.

Me. LEFROY, resuming his remarks
on Item 3, said the producers in the
Blackwood District could not grow
agricultural produce at such prices as
would enable them to compete successfully
against the same kinds of imported
produce ; and, as the economical conditions
were against the growers in that district,
it would be unwise to construct a railway
simply fur carrying cereals and other pro-
duce which could not be grown and sent to
market at a profit. Land which cost
£10 and £15 an acre for clearing, and
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which would produce 15 to 187 bushels
per acre, could not be worked profitably.
That land was capable of supperting a
large population engaged in dairying and
fruit grewing ; but the present number of
the populution in the district was not
nearly sufficient to make the railway a
reproductive work; therefore, as the
vatlway must be a burden on the country
for a considerable time after its construc-
tion, he would prefer that the work
should stand over.  As, however, it was
now c¢ertain that the item would be
carried by a majority in this House, he
hoped the populition in the district wonld
wike up to the necessity of making the
best use of their land, in order to create
traflic for the railway and justify the
work as far as they could. He could not
vote for the line at present, but helieved
it. should be certainly constrncted in two:
or three years' time.

Me. SOLOMON supported the itewm,
and argued that the colony was in such a
deplorable condition, by producing so
small a proportion of what was consumed
within 1t, that this railway was fully
justified as a moans of devcloping an
agricultural district which was capable of
supporting # large population of the
farming class. The development of
mining and the development of agricul-
ture should go on together. He did not
think any other railway was more neces-
sary than this one.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said he would much
prefer to see the construction of this
railway deferred for two or three years,
and such a postponement would be in the
interest of the country. The Govern-
ment might well have accepted the amend-
ment of the member for Beverley, and he
regretied that it had not been adopted.
Before building a railway, there ought to
bea prospect of sufficient traffic, but that
wag not 5o in thiscase, The railway must
cost quite £200,000, with rolling stock.
As to the suggested traflic in timber, no
douht there was good timher in the
district, but where was the market for
the timher if cut? 1f an export trade
was contemplated, there must be increased
facilities for shipping the timber at Bun-
bury; and that might entail a further
outlay of £300,000 or £400,000 in
harbour works.

Tae Premrier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Croak away.
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Mz, R. F. SHOLIL said that, as to
sending dairy produce from the Black-
wood district, he did not think the
building of this railway would prevent
the importation of dairy produce from
outside, and, in fact, the bufter now
produced in the whole of that district
was not suflicieni to supply the town of
Bunbury, where visitors usually found
that imported butter was used. The
district was capable of producing large
quantities of fruit; and, as apples grown
in that district bad been carted to Perth
and sold at a profit, he did not see why
the farmers should not find it profitable
to cart dairy produce to Perth. It was
nol necessary to open up more country
for the production of fruit, He would
vote againsi the item, and thought the
yeur 1896 would be soou enough for this
radlway.  The policy of building railways
first, and expecting people to settle on
them afterwards, had been a great fallacy
in this couniry.

Toe Premirr (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
In what purt?

Mer. R. F. SHOLL said he would show
that the railways were nol: paying. He
objected to the practice of ncluding in
each Loan Bill large items for further
equipping or inproving existing railways,
because such  additional expenditure
shonld come out of the railway revenue.
This was one reason why he did not
belicve the existing lines were paying on
their merits, as the railway revenue was
fictitious to sume. extent.  He would like
to see the construction of this line
deferred until the year 1897. He also
objected to the loan expenditure heing
exclusively for the South, very liftle of it
woing fo the North,

Tue CHATIRMAN requested bon. mem-
bers to refrain from making interjections
while o member was speaking, and. said
that, though some of the “fun” of
debate might thus be lost, yet it would
be an advantage to comply with the
Standing Orders.

Toe Peesice (Hou. Sir J. Forvest)
asked whether an interjection, by way of
correcting a misstatement or error, was
an interruption?

Tue Cuairmar said he took it to be
s0, aceording to the Standing Orders.

Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was not so in other parts of the
world.
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Tne CHAIRMAN said that. as hon.

members might speak in committee as
often as they liked, there wus the less
necessity for making interjections.

Mr. COOKWORTHY, referring to the
itewn, said that when the South-Western
Railway Bill was under discussion some
hon. miembers objected that it would he
a coast line, instend of going inlo the
interior. The hon. member for the
Gascoyne urged that objection particu-
larly. Yet, now that the Government
proposed to extend the line into the
that hon. member and some
others opposed it. A gentleman from
Melbourne, who had seen the South.
Western  district, offered to build a
railway from the coast to Bridgetown
for a grant of land at the rate of only
2,000 acres per mile, to be taken up on
the S.0.L. conditions; and surely if a
private individua! thought that section
of railway was goad enough to repay his
ontlay, the Government would not he
going far wrong in constructing u rail-
way which would be & mwaterial benefit in
the setilement of that purt of the country.
Settlers in that district did not produce
to the extent they might dv, because they
could nof compete against lmportations
while low freights by sea prevailed. The
hon. member for the Gascovrne generally
objected to everything, and if there
were  many members in the House
like him, there could not bave been
such progress made under the present
Ministry as had taken place. He belicved,
indeed, there would, 1n that case, have
been no railways, no telegraphs, no steam
communication even with the North, and
the country wounld have drifted back to
the Crown colony systom. The results of
the working of the South-Western Rail-
way had been i surprise even to those who
supported that line in the first instance.
Farmers could nol bhe expected to clear
and cultivate their land, when far from a
market, unless they had a sure and certain
hope of speedy communication by railway;
but with a definite prospect of cheap
transit by railway, the population along
the proposed line would soon be larger
than in any other agricultural district in
the colony. It was said, outside the
House, that some members were opposing
the Bridgetown railway hecause ther were
jealons of this new competition with the
producers in certain other disiricts. Those
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members for other districts who knew the
advantages of chenp transit for produce
should not oppose the making of this rail-
way for developing one of the most fertile
districts in the colony. The small amount
in the Schedule for this railway ought to
pass without a division. Memhers for
Southern districts had never opposed any
works proposed for the North.

Mr. A. FORREST said the objection
to this railway came from those members
who wanted it to be postponed for a year
or two; but would any practicul henefit
be gained by the delay ?

Me. R. F. Suort said the interest on
the money would be suved.

Mgr. A. FORRESYT said tnembers
hoped bhat the railways were being cou-
structed and worked on commercial
principles, and that the freights would
be fixed on a payable basis. Each
railway should be made o pay on its
own merils, and the losses on one railway
should not be made up by charges on
the others. An immense amouni of
fairly good country along this railway
might, with money and energy, he
hrought under cultivation. The land
between Donnybrook and Bridgetown
was not all good, but a great deal was
very suitable for cultivation, and the
climate was good, Railways in America
were buili in advance of settlement, and
that policy would he good for this
country, in such a suitable district as the
Blackwood. Tndeed, portions of that
land were hetter than any other in the
colony. The timber along that railway
was an asset which would pay the
interest on capital from the duy the line
was opened. Saw-mills would be erected
immediately, and the Blackwood timber
being within a moderate distance from
a port, the cutting and hauling would
cost 33 per cent. less thun the cost of
good timber in other parts within reach
of a railway. Those who had truvelled
in the district knew that the best jurrah
grew on the Blackwood, and none of it
had been cut yet. To build a branch
from the South-Western ruilway into the
timber ranges would be very costly; but
along the Bridgetown line, after travelling
some thirty miles from Bunhury, the good
timber would he near the railway; so
that even if the land there was of no
particular value for settlement. which he

did not admit, vet the timber export
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alone would pay for the railway. But
there would be a cousiderable traffic in
fruit; and he knew of one farmer who
rcalised £300 from the sale of one
season's crop of apples off three acres of
ground, that stalement being no exayggera-
tion, as persons who had visited the
district could testify.  The climate of the
Bluckwood districk was different from
that of any other part. As to the wants
of the North, he hoped that next year, if
the Bamboo Creek and Yalgoo goldfields
developed well, the Government wonld
bring in a Bill for the construction of
railways Lo those ficlds; but, of conrse,
in the purcly pastoral districts of the
North, the wants were necessarily small,
He would vote for the Bridgetown rail-
way for the many lovely spots that would
he made accessible, for the good land, and
tor the carriage of timber as an export.
Mzr. LEAKE said le wished to give
his reagons.for voting against this item,
After the result of the division on his
amendment in reference to this being part
of a trunk line to Albany, he declined 1o
support this item for constructing a
railway towards Bridgetown. He would
supporlt it only on the understanding
that it was to be part and parcel of a
through line to Albauny; and if the
Premier’'s assurance, previously given
in his bustings speech at Bunbury (which
he had already quoted to the House), wus
not to he relled on, then the Premier’s
assurance given in this House was not
to be relied upon. The principal argu-
ment, in that part of the Premier’s speech,
was that this railway would develop the
tin deposits, and would be a section of the
grand trunk line to Albany; and yet,
when be sought to bind the Premier to
the statement made at Bunbury, us he
had done that aflternoon by his amend-
ment affirming that the line should be
described in the Schedule as a railway
from Duonunybrook towards Albany wid
Bridgetown, the Premier refused Lo vole
for that amendment, and left him ina
respeetable minorily of two. IE the
Premier had been Erue to his pledge, he
would have voted for that ainendment;
but when the Premier uttered those words
in Bunbury he was not sincere, and he
must have known that he never intended
to carry on that railway to Albany. That
statement made at Bunbury was a political
dodge to entrap the electors of Albany.
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Tee Premier (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
said it did not succeed, at any rate.

Mer. LEAKT suid it very nearly sue.
ceeded in enteapping the electors atb
Albany, but did not entrap the two
members, who, fortunately, saw through
it

Tie Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
suid he did not go back from oue word he
had suid at Bunbury.

Me. LEAKE asked why, then, did not
the Premier vote for the amendment that
afternoon? The hon. gentleman’s astion
showed that he was not sincere in what
he said on the hustings at Bunbury.

Tur CHAIRMAN said the hon. mem-
ber for Albany was scarcely justified in
saying the Premier was not sincere.

Mer. K. ¥. Sroir did not understand
that the hon. member was referring to
the Premier in his private capacity.

Mg. LEAKE said he was speaking of
the Premicr in his political and ofheial
position, and was certain thaf, as a private
genileman, the hon. member for Bunbury
would not spenk an untruth. But he
recarded the hon. genfleman as a poli-
tician, and, after this experience of him,
he must treat the hon. gentleman's
political ntterances with some distrust.
The division taken on the amendment
that afternoon showed that the feeling
against Albany was very strong in this
House; buf, after all, he hoped e would
be able to fight for the constiluency.
He must express his opinion that this
railway would not go to Bridgetown; it
would go only to the tinficlds. On]y
£80,000 was provided for it in the
Schedule, and if the railway got as fur as
the tinficlds, hon. members might be sure
it would stop there. If he were to vote
for that, his scat for Albany would not
be worth i day’s purchase. The tinficlds
had not even been proved. There was
one argument in Bwour of this railway,
antd that was that it should go on to the
proper terininus; and thatestension would
Le an excuse Tor another loan, He would
vote against the item, if a division were
taken.

Me. CLARKSON said he always felt
pleasure when he could conscientiously
support the present Government. He
could follow them in their policy of bor-
rowing for reproductive public works, but
he must say that, in proposing the Bridge-
town Railway, they had gone a Little too
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far. He thought this was a work which
might wait. As to the good land in the
district, it was expensive to clear, and he
could not believe that the construction of
a railway would induce people to settle
on land that would cost so much to clear.
Had the railways already coustructed
induced people to go in largely for the
cultivation of the soil? That had not
heen so in other districts where the cost
of clearing was only about une.cighth
of the cost as compared with the Bridge-
town district. He would support a vote
of £20,000 for vingburking that henvily
timbered country, und it could be sub-
sequently cleared for cultivation at a
greatly reduced cost. e was pleased o
see that, according o the map showing
the proposed route, the line was not to
run through a desert, hut through the
most populated part of the district. As
to the necessity of this line for increasing
production, there were within a few miles
of Perth hundreds of weres of the hest land
for the production of potatocs. Was noet
the Bouth-Western Ruilway made for
the dairying business 7 Yet the produc-
tion of bubter had nof, heen incrensed by
that railway. Therc was no want of land
for dairying and fruit growing; therefore
why build this railway te Dridgetown?
He spoke with gread reluctance ugainst,
the extension of tailw: ay convenicnee into
o Southern district, and he was sorry the
hon, member for Beverley bad not pressed
his amendment for deferring the construe-
tion of this railway.

Mer. HASSELL said he would vole
against the item, as the Government had
not given a pledge to carry the railway
through to Albany.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF ‘RATL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he was
surprised fo find that the hon. members
for Plantagenct and Albany were not
going to vote for the Brulgmtown Rail-
way. The hon. member for Albany had
tried to explain his mu-ns:bu.m} , but his
reasons were unsatisfuctory, and left the
impression that his opposition was only
captious.  The hon. member had been
assured by the Premier that the ultimate
destination of this vailway, in the ordinary
sequence of events, must be Albany or
some point on the ‘Great Southern Rail-
way. Did that hon. member expeet this
House would commit itself to a large
expenditure, by aflirming at once that
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this line must go to Albany ¥ The mil-
way had to be built in sections.
Mr. Leaxe asked for an assurance.
Trhg COMMISSIONER OF RAIJL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Veun) sauid the
hon. member could not have a better
ugsurance than the fact that the milway
was gotng to be built there, in sections;
and the building of the first section was
itself an assurance.  What better assur-
ance could the Government give than
that? He did not think the hon. mem-
bers for Plantagenet and Albany could
“climb down™ with any satisfaction to
themselves.  Bat this item would, he felt
satisfied, be carried by a large majority.
He was surprised, also, at the opposition
of menibers who knew the district.  The
hon. member for the Gascoyne (Mr. R.
F. Sholl) had given some peculiar reasons
for not supporting this railway, his prin-
cipal reason being that the construction
would be too early; but even that hon.
member would support the item if the
Government. would substitute a2 cheap
kind of railway. Yet, had any cheaper
line of railway heer built in the world,
except the very narrow gauge, which was
fit. for a speed of only ten miles an hour P
Railways were built in this colony cheaper
than in any part of the world. The per-
: m‘ment way, whether for o 2-feet gauge
- the mdma.ry gauge, would cost very
lllll(.h the same, but the cost of the
ordinary gauge could be greatly cheap-
ened by the use of lighter rails.  TE the
hon. member for the Gascoyne thought
the Government were going to be in a
minority on this item, he would have
given the Government his generous sup-
port. As to the North not having justice
done to it, could the hon. memher name
any public work which this House would
be likely to pass that bad not been pro-
posed for the North by the present
Government? But, in spite of the oppo-
sition of some members for the Noxth,
the Government had dealt most liberally
with the North. Did the hon. mcmber
forget the thousands of pounds spent by
this Government on the Kimberley gold-
fields; also at Wyndbham and Hall's
Creck? And what were the Goverument
doing for the North now? They were
doing all that was likely to be required
for some time to come, in aiding the
development of the Northern districts.
As the Southern members had supported
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expenditure in the North, was it tho much
to ask Northern members to give their
generous support to the Government in
bringing in a Loan Bill for developing
all parts of the colony ?  TIn all the works
undertaken by this Government could
anyone point out a single work that had
not turned out well? The Government
were informed very exactly of the require-
ments of the various districts, and he
thought hon. members should trust them
in reference to the Bridgetown Railway.
As to the objections of the hon. member
for Toodyay (Mr. Clarkson}, the Bridge-
towa line would pay in a greater degree
than the Clackline to Newcastle; and, in
making these ohjections, the hon. mem-
ber for Toodyay had not given to the
Government that generous support which
he ought to give. The hon. members
who had spoken against this item would
do well to reconsider it, and give it their
support,

Mr. CONNOR snid there had been
promises made hefore for the North,
which were not carried out. In connec-
tion with the first Loan Bill brought in
by the present Government, there was w
promise that the North should get its
fair share, but not one penny of that loan
money was spent in the North. When
the additional loan of £540,000 was pro-
posed, a fair share of that was promised
for the North, but whabt was the resull ?
Nil. Then they were told that in the
next loan the North would get what was
wanted ; but, as far as this Loan Schedule
had yet been considered, the result to the
North was again nil. His own opinion
was that, when they had got to the end
of this Schedule, the result to the North
would still be the same—nil.  His opinion
was that there was one great scheme of
centralisation for all the Southern por-
tions of the colony, as against the
Northern portion. The North paid its
proportion of the gencral revenue, and
why should it not get its just rights in
the sharing of the loan expenditure ?

Mr. A. ForresT asked what the lon.
member wunted. .

Mr. CONNOR said it was unfair for
his hon. colleague, the member For West

- Kimberley, to interrupt him instead of

supperting him as he ought to do. On the
grounds stated he would oppose the item.

Me. SIMPSON said he did not think
that such a feeling of North against
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South, us the last speaker hud indicated,
really existed in the country, and he had
never observed it in that Assembly. He
believed the Premier had included this
item in the Bill fromn the best motives,
but was guided a little more by his heart
than his head.  After the stately address
from his Honour the Speaker, m favour
of this railway, one had rather to control
his feelings and stick to the stern diclates
of reasun, und do what he thought was
his duty to the country. It would have
been only graceful on the Premier’s part
to have accepted the amendinent pro-
posed by the hon. member for Bever-
ley.

)THE Premier (Hou. Sir J. Forvest)
said he did not suppaese the hon. wmember
would have supported this itemn even
then.

Mr. SIMPSON suid there was a good
deal of supposition about this railway.
He believed the Ministerial bench sup-
ported this radlway as one of the trunk
Lines to Albany; although the Ministers
might not be quite in accord, and,
perhaps,

There is o rifl; within the lute
That goon may make the music mnte

in the Cabinet. He believed the Cabinet
were not in agreemnent on this question,
although the Premicr might deny thud.
The Commissioner of Crown Lands, by
his action the other night, had shown
that the members of the Cabinet were
nat altogether in accord. Had the day
yet come for commencing the duplication
of trunk lines, there being one great
ailway to Albany already ?  The reason
given that night for projecting another
line to Albany amounted to repudiation
in reference to the company which had
built the Great Sonthern Railway. Much
wus said about the enorwmous imports of
food products into this eolony, but in
fuct this colony did not import from the
other colonies as much as South Aus-
tralia did, and yet South Australia had
nearly eight acres per head voder culti-
vation.

Twue Commissioner oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W, E. Marmion) asked what kind
of imports were veferred to—not the pro-
ductions of the soil, surely ?

Mpr. SIMFPSON suid he was refarring
to productions of the soil.

Tur ComamissioNEr oF CrOWR [aNDS
(Hon. W, 12, Marnion) said he would bet
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the, hon. member anything he liked that
his assertion was not correct.

Mr. SIMPSON said the hon. the
Commissiener had no right to turn the
Assembly into a sort of Tattersall’s, and
reminded him that a het was not an
argument.  The products of the soil
imported into South Australia amounted
to 54 per cent. of the total imports, whilsi
the products of the soil nwnported into
Western Australia were only 48 per cent.
of the whole; so that the alleged back-
wardness i the productions From the
soil of this colony entirely disappeared.
No doubt there were fine land and mag-
nificent timber in the Blackwood district,
but. in dealing with-the stern question of
the development of this country, with a
limited population, he did not think any
member of the Cabinet could show that
the Bridgetown railway would pay. If
this line were constructed, there would be
both this railway and the Vasse ratlway
which would not pay the working ex-
penses.  The policy of railway building
at present should stop ot the two lines to
the goldfields. Thit Premier said the
other night that he (Mr. Simpson) had
endeavoured to poison the ninds of the
people of the country with regard to the
traftic rvetuens of the South-Western

vilway ; but he challenged the Premier to
tuke the official returns ﬂlr_n on the table,
and ascertain which statement was true
—his or the Premier's. This railway
was Lo cost £80,000 for constructing it
towards Bridgetown—not for completing
it—and he did not believe such a proposal
was ever put in o Loan Bill bLefore on
carth. The idea of suggesting that o
reilway should be built as far as the
moncy would go! According to the
report prepared by the Engineer-in-Chiet
—and there was a good deal of politics
in that report —the Thompson's Brook
branch of this railway was estimated to
cost £166,000, less the proportion for
rolling stock included in the Loan Bill;
so that hon. members had better look the
whole cost in the face. If the construc-
tion of this railway were postponed, the
magrnificent timber which had been re-
furred to as available for camiage and
export would not disappear in the mean-
time. The petition from the district,
asking for this line, was signed by only
70 persons, as un inducement for Parlia-
ment to expend £166,000. During his
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recenl vigil tu the district, he saw very
few evidences of progress. He saw une
farm which showed progress. He saw
the tinficlds, which distinctly exhibited
progress. But, apurt from these evi-
dences, he was sorry to say there was a
large amount of decay in the district,
and the general complaint was that ull
the young men left ibe district. The
total population of the district was 740;
and was it reasonable, on such a basis,
that Parlinment should expend £166,000
in muking a railway ot the present time?
Tand settlement in the colony generally
was going ou very satisfacterily,  Should
they not, in these civeumstances, make

haste slowly, and thercfore wiselyr It

was the duty of every hon. member to
vote on this 1temn, not merely from senti-
ment, but in the interest of the colony,
and to advise that the construction of
this railway should be deferred for some
reasonable peried.  He would oppose the
item. .

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) =aid the
len, member for Geraldton was “all
there ” when speuking on a question of
borrowing mouney to develop a golldficld ;
but he (the Commissioner) and some
others had endeavoured to help the hon.
member i that direction, and  had
brought forward ideas for developing the
mining industries.  But were there no
other ndustries in the eountry hesides
gold mining ¥~ And was all the public
expenditnre to go towards the develop-
ment ol the mining interests, while all
other interests were to be forgotien
or neglected?  He did uvet think the
majarity of hon. members, who were
gifted with a cooler ivtellect  than
the hon, member for Geruldton, would
think s0; and when the hon. member
pretended to be a friend of the Govern-
meunt, he would be sure to be on the other
side of the House, in a mmority. While
the Government were endeavouring to
assist mining enterprise, was there any
reason why they should not also endeavour
to assist that enterprise which should
supply the food required for consumption
on the goldfields und other parts of the
colony? T those hon. members who
were particularly interested in mining
thought the Government should assist
that industry, why should they not also
assist the agricultural industry by agree-
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ing to construct this railway to Dridge-
town ¥ The hon. mewber for Albany had
been in favour of this railway at the
opening of the debate; but now, because
the House and the country were not pre-
parcd to go with the hon. member m
giving a pledge for the construction of
this line to Albany, that hown. wember
changed his opinion and opposed the item.
He was not surprised at any change in
the opinions of that hon. member; but
surely, with his legul acumen, he should
be able to see that if this railway got
as far as Bridgetown, it would be so
much en the way towards Albany; there.
fore, would it not he an easier task in
the future, to construct a line from
Bridgetown to Albany, than to do so
if the hne remained as at present?
Would the hon. member be able to satis-
factorily explain his conduct to his con-
stitnents when he went to Albany ? The
hon. member for Toodyay also had
thought proper to oppose this item; but
if details were gone into, would the hon.
member expect to find that the railway
which served his district was a paying
one, or not? Because, if that was to be
the test, it would he found that the hon.
member and his district were enjoying a
public work which they could hardly have
got upon that basis. TIf the conditions of
Newcastle and its district had been good
enough to warrant the coostruction of
w railway, then the conditions of Bridge-
town and its district were good enough
to justify the construction of u ruilway
at the present time. The hon. member for
Geraldton actually said, as an argunent,
that all the young men were going away
from the Bridgetown district; but was
there anything to be surprised atin that?
Young men went away from that district
because they saw there grand opportuni-
ties which they were prevented from
utilising; but let them have railway
facilities such as were provided in other
parts of the colony, and the young men
of the district would be likely to remain
there. No facilities for the setilement
und cullivation of the land were offered
in that disérict at present. When it was
said the settlers produced nothing, he
would ask: Wasnot the district naturally
litted for production ?  Then, if so, they
should yive the facilities, aud the rest
would follow. He believed it was
necessary  that, while developing the



592 Loan Rill, 1894.
mineral industries of the colony, the
agricultural resources should also be
developed. If that policy were not
carried out, the money obtained from the
mineral resources would be sent away to
pay for the fuod which ought to be pro-
duced in this colony. The hon. member
for Newcastle had not got a district and
swrroundings equal to those of the
Bridgetown district. The people in the
Southern districts had o right to be
considered.  As to the scarcity of popu-
lation theve, he must say that railways
were built in this colony because there
were capabilities such as would induce
population to settle there; and that was
why the Government now asked hon.
members to vote for building a railway
to Bridgetown. It was a discredit to the
country that almost everything required
us food for human beings, and animals
too, had to be imporied into the country,
under present conditions; but this rail-
wiry would help to remove thut stigma.
Mz. PIESSE said it was often re-
marked that Western Australians were
the greatest enemies fo their own
country ; and after what lhad been heard
that night from men horn in the country,
and from others identifiedl with it, in
condemnation of thiz ruilway and of the
country as o whole, it seemed to him they
were sending forth o most damaging
account of the colony, by showing that
the (tovernment had proposed a railway
for developing a district that would not
justify the work. He helieved this rail-
way was justified by the facts brought
hefore the House. No one had been
slower to support this railway thon he
had; but the question of another through
line to Albany having been sottled by
the division taken that afternocon, any
Jdoubt as to the justification for this rail-
wuwy was now removed from his mind,
and he would support the item. The cost
of the work, as estimated by the Engineer.
in-Chief, was stated at £166,000, with
rofling stock, for completion to Bridge-
town, Knowing that country as he did,
and knowing the advantages of railway
communication in  other distriets, he
thought that those who had heen settled
in that district, striving against great
odds to make n living, were entitled to
be helped in the way proposed by the
Govermment. As to decay being evident
in ihat district, hon. members could not

[ASSEMBLY.)

Loan Bill, 1894,

wonder at it, in view of the disadvantages
under which these people laboured. He
was aware of numbers of persons who
had visited the Great Southern Railway
district, and, being dissatisfied with wheat
raising and cereal growing, had gone to
the Blackwood and the Preston districts,
and to other parts of the South, with u
view to settlement. IF they thought that
part of the colony the most suitable for
them, they should be afforded the facilitivs
which settlers required.  In the Williams
distriet there werec G600 people before
the Great Southern Railway was made
through it, and now there were 2,700
people.  This great increase must be
attributed to the facilities aftorded by
railway communication. The same should
be done for the people in the Black-
wood country, which had been described
as the girden of the colony. The amend-
ment  proposed by the hon. member
for Beverley was- a wise one, but the
House generally bad not been disposed
to accept it, and it was unreasonable now
for some hon. members to blame the
member for Beverley for not having
pressed i, after 3t becune evident that the
House was against the iden.  Young men
were attracted fron every agricultural
district to the goldfields; but this would
only be temporary, for if those young
men waore suceesstul in gold-secking, they
would return to settle in their native
districts, and improve the land with the
money they had gnined,

M. MORAN said he would unfold a
little schome into which he had been
drawn, with regard to the Bridgetown
and the Collie railways. After the Loan
Bill was introduced, there was a quiet
confab, amongst hon. members outside
the House; and at that time he was not
favourably dispesed towards either the
Bridgetown or Collie railway. The three
hon. members for Beverley, the De Grey,
aud the Gascoyne interviewed him ; and it
was then aigreed that an amendment should
be put forward by the member for Bever-
ley, proposing delay in the construction of
these two railways. He pledged himself
to support that amendment. But it was
afterwards found that other hon. members
did not favour the amendment to the
extent expected; und, in that state of
affairs, he did not feel called upon to do
g0. Well, he had been rather surprised
by the actions of certain hon. members
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on this question that night. Tn giving
the promise he did, he was guided in a
great degree by the advice of the hon.
wember for the Gascoyne; but he was
now ready to admit that the Government
had given such assurances to the House
ag practically amounted to all that the
hon. member for Beverley had asked in
his wamendment. His own desire was that
the goldfields railways should be pushed
on first, and that-the other works in the
Schedule should follow., Noting with
surprise the action taken by the hon.
" members for Albany and Plantagenct, he
must say the member for Albany lad
turned a complete somersault, and he was
. afraid the people of Albany would be
likely to wiud up their member. If he
had heen in the position of the member
for Albany, he would have heen satisfied
to support the Bridgetown section, and so
long as he was coaxing the railway on
towards Albany he would not have raised
his voice against the building of a section.
In fact, it would have been politic for
that hon.. member to have taken such
instalment of the through line as he

could get. For himself, he admireld
stability in any politican, but did
not helieve in these circus tricks and

wheels in the air.
gigantic proportions of the member For
the Gascoyne turning a complete somer-
sault, or at least cxcenting a neat hand-
gpring.  After that hon. member had
induced him to promise to vote for post-
ponement, he had taken the despicable
course of voting against the work
altogether. In these circumstances, he
(Mr. Moran) was going to support this
railway; and if one thing more than
another had moved him to do this, it
was the advocacy of his Honour the
Speaker, for he did not believe the
Speaker would advocate any public work
that would not be beneficial to the whole
colony. He would not follow the lead
of those members who had at first led
him astray, but would turn round and
support the ilem. Another reason for
supporting it was that he believed in
decentralisation, having seen its good
effects in Queensland, where the main
railways ran inland, and not constwise.
As to the claims of the North, he believed
that an wundue proportion of public
money had already Deen spent there.
He would not vote for the Cullie coal-
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field railway. hut would rather support an
amendment for transferring the amount
of that item to the Northern districts.
Finally, he asled the Government to say
whether, if they found the Yilgarn rmil-
way was more than paving the working
expenses, they wonld reduce the rate of
freights to the ordinary scale,

Tae ComMMISSIONER OF
(Hon. H. W. Venn): Yes.

Me. MORAN said he hoped the Govern-
ment would stick to that promise, and he
would support them in the development
ol the agricultural resources of the colony.

SirJ.G. LEE STEERE, referring tothe
item, said he regretted that the hon. mem-
bers for A]lmnv and Plantagenet had with-
drawn their supporb from this item, and
especiully for the reasons they had given.
The Government would have shown great
unwisdom if they had put down this item
in the Schednle as a railway vid Bridge-
town to Albany. The wnwisdom of that
course was shown by the Immense ma-
jority in the division taken on the amend-
ment, that aftersoon. The hon. member
for the Gascoyne had said that if this
railway were disconnected with the railway
to the Collie conlfield, he would be inclined
to vote for the Bridgetown line. The
route marked green on the map showed
that the two lines would not be connerted.

Mr. R. F. Ssory said he meant that
while objecting to hoth these railwavs,
vet he mnight vote for the Bridgetown line
if the Collie line were struck out.

Sk T. G. LEE STEERE said that
none of thrse members who advocated
delay in the construction of this railway
hid stated any reason for the delay;
therefore it was impossible to debate that
point with them. They had not said the
colony was not in a posmou financially
to build the line; they had not said it
was not reqmred, and he affirmed that,
until the railway was made, it wounld be
impossible for the settlers in that district
to bring fo market ot a profit anything
they could produce, and that this could
not bhe done until they got a railway.
There was more production in that dis-
trict when he first went there than at
present; but the reason was that the
price obtained for produce was higher,
and the growers could afford to cart it
over long distances; lmt now the only
means by which the district could be
developed was a railway for enalling

RaiLways
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the growers to bring produce to market
at acheap rate. He thought arailway into
that district would pay, if only for the con-
veyance of timber. Tt had been said the
only portion of the South-Western Rail-
way that was puying was the section
between Jarrahdule and Perth. ‘That was
because of the timber traffic; and knowing
the wmagnificent forests of timber in the
South, he believed the timber there would
contribute a great deal of freight to this
railway. . He did not suggest that the
railway should be made for this particular
purpose ; but there were the agricultural
interest, the timber interest, and the tin-
fields interest, and these three interests
combined would afford freight for this
railway, and make it pay better than
many of the existing railways.

Mz. R. F. Snorwn asked where was the
market for the timber?

Sir J. G. LEE STEERE suid there
would be un exeellent market in England.
He regretted to hear the complaint that
nothing had been done for the North, for
there was a general impression amongst

“his constituents that a great deal too
much had been done for the North, and
that the North was the ounly part of the
colony which had been considered. He
was of opinion that half a million of the
present loan was to be expended in the
North; though, of course, there was a
question as to what some hon. members
meant by * the North,” and what the
people in the South called “the North.”
Another thing given to the North was
the remission of pastoral rents.

Me. R. F. Snorrn said there was no
remission of rents.

S8 J. G. LEE STEERE suaid there
was a great concession made to the
settlers in the North by the remission of
rents, in consequence of the drought;
but the pastoral lessees in the South had
always paid double the amount of rent as
compared with what was paid in the
North, and yet the capabilitics of their
rung for carrying stock had not been one-
half those of the North, The Southern
lessees had always put up with that, and
had not grumbled about it. He had
always bheen under the impression, in
that House, that the North was too
stroug, and that the South did wot get
justice dome to it, in proportion to the
population. The population in the North
wag very small in comparison with the
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nunber in the South. There was no
doubt the country of the Dlackwood was
admirably adapted for small farmers,
and he conld confirm the statement of
the hon. member for West Kimberley, as
to one settler having realised £300 for
his crop of apples off three acres this
year. That instunce, with others, showed
that the district was admirably adapted
for the man of small means, and that was
the kind of country which was sought to
be developed by the construction of this
railway. He could not understand why
there wus such opposition to this railway.
He had always looked mpon it as being a
necessary part of the Sonth.Western
Railway system, which was extended to
Boyanup, then to Donnybrook, and now
the Government proposed Lo extend it
towards Pridgetown. He asked hon.
members to do justice to that district.
He did not ask ithem to be geuerousin
dealing with public money.  One more
thing. He would ask hon. members what
would be said by the people in England,
when asked to lend us this money, if they
learned that the members of this Honse
had so little confidence in their own
colony that they would not risk a loan of
one and @ half millions for the construe-
tion of public worlks, und actunlly thought
they could not afterd to spend £80,000
for making a railway to one of the most
fertile districts in the colony ?  That was
an element to be taken into consideration
in determining whether hon. members
would vote for or agninst this item in
the Loan Bill.

Mz. PATERSON said the hon. mem-
her for the Gascoyne had one set speech
in reference to agricultural railways. His
own opinion was that, in the district
which this railway would serve, hutter
could be produced and sent to market
all through the summner months; and
this was greatly in favour of the pro-
posed line. The timber traflic also
would supply freight for the railway
at once, as mills would start cutting as
soon as the railway was open. The timber
trafic was, at present, paying for the
newly-opened South-Western Railway,
over the section hetween Jarrahdale and
Perth,. The members for Albany and
Plantagenet should vote for the Bridge-
town Railway, as an instalment of a
future through line to Albany. The
money spent on the building of addi-
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tional sheds for sheltering the produce
imported from outside would really pay
the interest on these agricultural railbways
for increasing the productions of the sol.
Southern members did not oppose the
public works proposed for the North,
and a reciprocal spirit should prevail.
Mg. R. F. SHOLL said the hon. mem-
ber for the Murray had alwost convinced
him that he should vote for this railway.
No doubt there was plenty of good tunber
in the district, but where was the market
for it? Tt could not be brought to Perth
m competition with timber obtained o
hundred miles nearcr to the city. Tf the
timber was to be shipped at Buabury for
the English market, the port of Bunhury
was so insecure that ships would be de-
terred from goig there. Reference had
been made to some great concession made
to the North, hut he denied that there
had Dbeen any remission of rents. as
alleged. The same assertion had been
made by newspaper writers who ought to
kuow, and did know, better, and they had
led people to believe that a large rewission
of rents had been given to Northern pas-
toralists ; but all the rents due had been
paid up, and the concession really made
was that, after a certain fime, the extra
amount of rent which those lessees would
otherwise have had to pay, and which
would have come into operation this year,
should not be enforced. There was a
great difference between a remission and a
concession. When the rents for Northern
leases were originally fixed, the hability
to drought was not sufficiently under.
stood ; and after the last drought caused
so much loss, the question was whether
the iessees should throw up their hold-
ings or should keep them at a lower
rental than that which was to have come
into force this year. Referring to the
Schedules of previous Loan Bills, he con-
tended that in the Schedule of 1591 there
was only an item of £2,000 for addi-
tional shipping facilities at Carnarvon,
und he did not believe the money had
been spent there yet; and that mn the
Schedule of 1893 there was not a single
item really for the North. As to the
produce from the Bridgetown district,
nothing but apples was brought to the
Perth market; and, if apples could be
carted profitably over that distance,
butter might be brought to Perth in the
same way. There was no land there
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under cultivation to speak of, the settlers
were producing nothing, and yet the
House was asked to build a railway to a
district which had no produce to carry,
Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the hon. member for the Moore, who
had dealt with the guestion in a reason-
able way, was of opinion this railway
should be delaved for a couple of years,
and that, when made, it would he u
burden on the colony for some time,
He (the Premier) was not prepared to
say the line would pay the working ex-
penses and the interest on capital at
once; he did not think any railway in the
ulon) had dove so; although he hoped
that next year, when stafistics of the’
Yilgarn Railway traflic would be available,
f.hey would prove an exception in that
respect.  The railway from Perth to
Beverley had cost the colony some
£40,000 to £50,000 a year in deﬁclem_y
durmg some years after the construction ;
vet no one would be found to say now
that the railway to Beverley was not fully
justified by the vesults. The railway
from Geraldton to Northampton, the first
line built in the colony, was not paying;
but, at any rate, the building of that
railway had shown that the people in the
Southern parts bad done all they could,
at the time, to further the intercsts of an
industry in the North. That line had
continued to be a *white elephant”
financially, though for what reason he
could nof say, becanse he knew the land
in that district was fairly good, and was
capable of agricultural development,
Still, the fact remained that the receipts
from that railway for last vear were under
£700, both for passengers and goods.
That state of things reguired close investi-
gation, for it seemed almost incredible that
a railway should run for thirty odd miles
through fairly good country, and so little
revenne be received. But that was not
the only instance in this colony where 3
railway had not produced the effect that
was desired. The line branching from
the Eastern Railway to Newcastle had
not been a paying one, but he would not
therefore say it was not justified in the
interests of the colony, for if it had not
paid direetly, it bad been no loss to the
colony. Hon. members, when speaking
on items in this Bill, should look close
at home, and sec whethel the railways
already made in their districts would

-
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bear the tests they wished to apply to
the Bridgetown line. The question was
not whether a railway would be repro-
ductive at once. He had no hesitution
in giving his opinion in regard to the
Bridgetown Railway, that it would not
pay wore than the working expenscs,
even if it would do that, durimg the first
two or three years after construction;
but he believed that, after five years,
it would puy considerably more than
the working expenses.
general opinion be had formed in regard
to railways in districts where they were
justifiable; and the reason of their not
paying at first was easy to understand,
for the construetion of a railway did not
make the land more prolific than it wus
before, but simply induced more settle-
ment and increased the cultivation. The
hon, member for the Moore seemed to
have been cbanging front on this ques-
tion. He (the Premier) liked a man to
have a stiff back, even if opposed to
himself, and did not like to see an hon.
mewber turning and twisting about,
Before a division took place that hon.
member wag disposed to vote for this
railway ; but afterwards some evil genius
must have been tempting him. The next
wember who spoke was the hon. member
for the Gascoyne, and he secmed to think
that, by opposing everything which was
proposed in that House by the Govern-
ment, he thereby attained a prominence
which he in no way deserved, becausy
that hon. member had never propounded,
or produced, or said anything in this
House that had bad uny bencficial effect.
He (the Premier) was aware of the hon.
member’s good qualitics ; but, as a mem.
ber of this House, he had never con-
tributed to any good Act passed through
the House, becanse he was always a down.
right croaker. The hon. member was a
native of the country, which had, at any
rate, produced a man of 20 stone weight.
That hon. member’s opposition to this
railway was extraordinary. He had also
strenuously opposed the construction of
the South. Western Railway, but, although
he now saw the results of the traflic were
against him, he would not yet admit that
he had been wrong in his opposition.
Surely those who had opposed and those
who had supported the South-Western
Railway would not now say that railway
was not justified? Yef the same argu-
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ments which the member for the Gus-
coyne had used agninst that work, he
uow had the effrontery to use aguinst the
Bridgetown line—that the country was
no good, that there was no settlemnent,
that there were no people in the dis-
trict, that the line would not pay, and
that it was not justified in any par-
ticulur. That hon. member had said he
would have supported the nendment of
the hon. member for Beverley in favour
of delaying the work a year and a quarter
longer than the Government proposed;
but the promise given by the Govern-
ment had practically met the view of the
hon. member for Beverley. The Crovern-
ment had undertaken that the special
bills for anthorising the construction of
the Bridgetown Railway and the Collie
Railway should not be intreduced until
next session; also, that it was not intended
that any expenditure should iake place
in vegard to the construetion of this
railway for o vear from the present
time.  The hon. member for the Gascoyne
had also referred to a want of considera-
tion for Novthern inferests. e (the
Premier) preferred to take a broad view
of the question. The whole country was
his constiticney ; and he would tell the
hon. member that he (the Premier) had
been a better friend to the Narth than
the hon. member had been.  Liet the hou.
member point to any useful Act or
proposal he had ever brought into this
House for the benefit of the North.
What did the hon. member suy about
the telegraph line from Derby to Wynd.-
ham ?  When the present Government
proposed to put that line inte working
order, by providing for it in the first
Toan Bill, the hon. member said, “ Let it
stop where it is, and rust.”

Mwx. R. F. Sworr: Arg you
convinced now that I was right?

Tar PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
asked the House to notice the cluss of
members who were opposing the Govern.
ment now—one of ihem slill contending
that the telegraph line to Wyndham and
Hall’s Creek was not justified! He
would say to the members now that the
Government were prepwred i6 go further,
by putting telegraph lines throughout
the country districts, to every place
where there was scttlement. The Nor-
thern districts would never have a
Ministry who were more desirous of

not
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furthering their interesis thun the pre-
sent Minisiry, He made that stutement
emphatically, and hoped he would he
prepared  to answer and be  Judged
upon it in the future. There was not
a thing connecied with this country,
from North o South, and from RBast to
West, that {he Ministry did not take
interest in.  What interest was there in
the Norththat the Ministry bad neglected ?
No member of the House had put for-
ward a reasonable request for soething
required for the North that had not heen
grauted, The Northern and Norih-
Woestern districts had found a friend in
himself and in the present Government.
_ He felt much obliged for the generous
support accorded by the hou. wuembers
for West Kimberley and the Williams,
and especially us they were practical men,
and not o be influenced by outside
interests. The member for West Kimn-
herley was nol bchelden to him nor to
the Government. Whal had the Gov-
ernment done for West Kimberley more
than they bad done for other parls of
the country ¥

Mr. R. F. Smorn: What have they
done for me?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
said the hon. member was unxious to
take cverything he could for himself and
his district. There was one great differ-
ence between the hon. members Tor West
Kimberley and the Williams, as compared
with other hon. memwbers who opposed
this rallway, thul they were practical men
who knew the country. The hon. mem-
ber for the Gascoyne had not visited his
native district of Bunbury since his birth.
As to a railway to Mwble Bar, the
Government were s anxious and willing
to introduce n meusure for constructing
a radlway to that goldficld as they were
to construct a line to Coolgardie, but the
guestion was, had the time arrived for
making a railway to Marble Bar, and
had they sufficient information? He
said, no; hut he hoped the time was
tlosc at hand when that work could be
wndertaken, and before the nexl session
of Puarliament he boped {o have an
opportunily of visiling that place, and
judzing for himself as to whether a ruil-
way would be justifiable. He pow came
to a very painful episode; that was the
action of the hon. members for Plan-
tagenet and Albany. They had changed

12 Serr.,
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frent. He believed the hon. member for
Albany was very pleased to have an
opportunity of changing frout, so that he
might be in a position to oppose the
Government in refercnce to one item in
the Bill. Tt was to him a happy excuse for
changing and voting against the Govern-
ment. e {the Premier) could not
understand the hon. member's reason,
undess he was under the pressure of a
person whe put him inte this House.

Me. Leake: Who is that?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the hon. member had quoted from
his Bunbury election speech to show
that this was to be a railway to the
Blackwood, -and on to Luke Muir and-
Albany; yet, becanse the hon. member
could not get his own idew inserted in
the Bill, by way of an amendment io

- this item, almost every member being

adverse to that amendment;, he took that
as an excuse for voling against the
railway altogether, thereby turning a
political somersanlt. How could any man
of sense justify that conduct? The hon.
member was desirous that this Bridge-
town line should be part of a trunk line
to Albany, but because he could not get
the House to pledge itself to the whole
of that railway at once, he refused to vote
for uny purt of it.  'I'hat was like a man
cutting off his nose to spiie his face;
because, if the hon. member vould prevail
in this matter, he would not have the
forty or fifty miles of railway made
towards Lhe very terminus he wanted it
ultimately to reach. Surely it would be
casier to continne a line than to com-
menee it. But that was only an excuse
for the hon. member to turn tail, and try
to get back into the groove he had been
in all along—that of a thorough vpponent
and misrepresenter of the Government.
The hon. member for Plantagenet was, in
this natter, following an undesirable’
leader. He bad been carried away in this
matter ; because he was an honourable,
sensible man, although led away now and
induced to act unfairly towards the
Government. As to what he {(the Premier)
had said in his Bunbury speech, he had
not receded one iota from the position he
took up when addressing his constituents
on the subject of this railway. He wished
now 1o say, for the information of those
who had sent the hon. member for Albany
into this House, that he (the Premicr)
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did not go back one word from the
published report of what he had said at
Bunbury about this being a section of the
great trunk line which he hoped to see
extended to Albany in the future. He
believed that the Great Southern Railway,
which already counected with Albany,
supplied all the railway facilities ncces-
sary at the present time; hut the immense
tervitory in the Southern parts of the
colony should be developed, and it could
not be developed without o great trunk
line through the South-Western portion,
and which would eventually go on and
on until it connected with the maguificent
port of Albany. He usked the hon.
member for Albauny to justify his action
in reference to this railway., He (the
Premier) might, perbaps, appear with him
on the same platform, and tell him that
he had acted adversely to his pledges, and
not in the interests of his district or of
the colony.

M. Leake: Why don’t you put your
opinion in the Bill ¥

Tne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was not necessary to do so. The
opinivn he had expressed in this House
on that ovcusion was as good as if it were
put in any Bill. Had Albany ever been
treated better than by the present Govern-
ment ¥ Could an instance be shown in
which the Govermnent had acted adversely
to the interests of Albany? No. Albany,
of all other places, should have sent to
this House u reprosentative who was in
accord with the present Government. It
had not done so, though he did not know
why; because self-interest should have
induced Albuny to send a represcntutive
who would be in accord with the present
Government. He did not know why
Albany should have sent w man like the
hon. member, What had the Govern-
ment done to Albany, that they should
be treated in this way 7 He (the Premier)
had told the people of Albany that the
Govermnent had the power, in many ways,
to have retarded the interests of Albany,
but they had not donc so; yet Albany
had treated the present Government badly
from the beginning, although the Gov-
ernment had treated Albuny justly and
well.  The hon. member thought he could
come into this House and say the Govern-
ment had an ill-feeling ngainst Albany.
He (the Premier) said the statement was
a deliberate falsehood.
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Govermnent was to forward the interests
of Alhany, as they had also to forward
the interests of every part of the country.
The people of Albany had not acted so
well towards this Government as the
Government had  acted towards them.
He hoped these points would be taken
down, and printed in large type in the
local Press of Albany. He regarded the
action of the hon. member that night as
a mere trick to slip out of the pledges to
his constituents, so that he might act
unfairly towards them and unfairly to
the Government whom he had said he
would support. The hon. member for
East Kimberley (Mr, Connor), who had
complained of mjustice to the North, was
a generous-minded man, and his remarks
were only prompted by a desire to do the
best he vould for his constituents. But
that hon. member should reeollect that
the present Government had been good
friends even to that far-away district of
East Kimberley. They had completed
the teélegraph Line to Wyndham, and a
long distance it was, and the line was now
working successfully, in spite of the
alleged hostility of the natives; whereas
the hon. member for the Gascoyne had
advocated that the line should be left io
rust and rot.

Mr. R. F. SvorL: And it is paying
remarkably well,

Tup PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he did not care whether it was pay-
ing or not, for the intention of the
Government wus to extend telegraphic
communication to every part of the
colony where there was settlement, The
hon. member for Bast Kimberley had
said he could find nothing in this Bill
for the North, but-he (the Premier)
could find in it quite £50,000, and
although that amount might appear
small, yet the wants of the North, being
mainly a pastoral country, were not greaf.
There were no great public works wanted
in the North that had not been already
undertaken, or were being carried out.
As to the sugpgested railway to the
Marble Bur goldfield, he had already
spoken on that, aud he might repeat that
the Government would, during the recess,
ezamine that district with a view to as-
certaining the practicability of the work
and its cost, and would also consider
whether it was desirable.  The dwty of
the Goverument was Lo the whole colony.
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Hon. members would find that items 8,
11, 12, and 14, in the Schedule included
some works for the North, amounting to
quite £50,000.

Mg. Connor: How much in Iten 8,
“ Development of goldfields and mineral
resources '’

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said about £15,000 out of that amount
would be for the North. Additional
shipping facilities would be supplied as
soon as possible. He asked the hon.
member to trust to his friends— those
who were in sympathy with him—rather
than run into the enemy’s camp, among
persons who had very little sympathy
with him.
member for Geraldton should so often
find occasion to say ** Hear, hear” to the
remarks of members of the Opposition,
and that he did not give to the Govern-
ment that support which he {the Premier)
had expectedd from him. That hon.
member had said this railway was nothing
but a part of & great trunk line to Albany.
Thus it appearcd there were members
who regarded this line in a light different
from that in which the hon. member for
Albany regarded it, and this cirenm-
stance only made that Lon, member’s
position the more inconsistent. As to
the line of demarcation between the North
and the South, the Northerners’ Associa-
tion, lately formed, drew the line at the
Arrowsmith River, about twenly miles
South of the Irwin.

Mr. Simprson:
well for Geraldion. )

Tae PREMTER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest)
asked if the hon. member would go to his
Geraldton constituents, and tell them he
belonged to the Southern part of the
colony, and hear what they had to suy
about that. They considered they were
in the North. This Loan Bill included
Northern us well as Southern interests.
The impartiality of the Government, and
thetr desire to do what was right und just,
were shown by the item of £20,000 for
schools being struck out of the Schedule;
and they intended to apply £4,000 of the
amount to the extension of the Geraldton
jetiy, and the other £165,000 to the im-
provement of existing lines of railway.
The hon. member for the Gascoyne had
more public money spent in his district
than most other members,and a lighthouse
was also being built for him-— though

You arve dOi!lg very

He regretted that the hon. |
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the hon. member had oot been a hight-
house to the Government, but bad rather
tried to put them on the rocks. The
ubjections made to this small item of the
Bridgetown Railway, by some members
who usually supperted the Government,
were not such as should gome from them.
Of course every member must judge for
himselE; but if any hon. member was
wavering on this question, he might, in a
small matter like this, fairly resolve the
doubt in favour of the Government. He
{the Premicr) recognised that every mem-
ber in the House represented his own con-
stituency, and had to do his duty to the
best of his ability and judgment. He
asked bhon. members: ‘Was this work
necessary and urgent, and would it pay?
The whole matter lay in the answers to
these questions, The interest on the loan
would be £60,000 a year, and after four
years there would also be 1 per cent. of
sinking fund to provide for, amounting
to £15,000 more, and making u total of
£75,000 o year as a charge on account of
this loan. That would be the total obli-
gation in regard to this Bill, until the loan

was repail.  Looking at the position of

the colony, with its increasing revenue, he
suld the amount of revenue estimated for
the current financial year was nearly
£900,000, as compared with £681,245
received in the past year; and Lhe Govern-
ment now asked the comwitiee to incur a
Lability of £60,000 a year for four years,
and £75,000 a year ufterwards. And, as to
this Bridgetown railway item, the interest
on £80,000 at 4 per cent. would be only
£3,200 a year. If this item were thrown
out by an adverse vote of the committee,
probably the Government would propose
some other item on the Schedule for appro-
priating this amount. But surely this
amount was not too much to risk for con-
structing w railway into the heart of the
good country, in one of the best portions of
the colony for settling alarge population ;
and this mailway was onme which every
person admitted must be built ot some
time.  Was this amount too much for
trying to subjugate this great district, in
order to make it fit for the settlement of
hundreds of thousands of our ewn people,
making a living out of the soil? Per.
sonally. he was not any more interested
in this work than wus any other member
of the House. It would not he in his
constituency. But he could say, freely,
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that they must try and do something to
increase the Jfood productions of the
colony ; for what would be the use of
building railways to our goldficlds, and
ot attracting a large popuolation into the
colony—perhaps tens of thousands of
people—if no further effort was to be
made for promoting the cultivation of the
goil, and for supplying a market at our
very doors.  The country to be opened by
this ratlway was the most suited for agn-
cultwral development, and for carrying a
large population; and he believed the
committee could not do wrong, in the
interests of the country, in constructing w
railway for developing that district.

Mr. RANDELL said he had fried to
listen, with an unprejudiced mind, to the
argunents with regard to this railway.
Some time ago be had shared the opindon,
generally felt, that the time had not
arrived for the construction of this rail-
way. He belivved that opinion still pre-
vailed outside to o considerable extent.
He had the honour to represent a con-
stituency which was interested, perhaps
more than any other, in the general

welfare of the colony; and he desired to.

do his duty not only to the constituency
he represented, but Lo the general interests
of the colony. He did not think it would
be justifiable to construct this line only
to the tinfields; nor would it be justifi-
able if the line was Lo be only for the
carriage of timber in addition to the
tinfields traflic; nor yet would it be
justifiable to construet this line in re-
sponse to a generous desive for ussisting
the struggling settlers in that district.

Tooking at the gquestion inall its bearings, -

and believing it was the duty of this House
to develop the agricultural resources of
the country, while developing those of
the goldfields, and believing there was a
considerable amount of land in that
districc which could be brought into
profitable ocoupution, he was prepared to
support the construction of this railway.
That was his conclusion, after very de-
liberate and careful consideration, fecling
sure that, presently, this work would
result in considerable henefit to the
community at large. If they counld, by
this means, increase largely the produe-
tion of those things which were necessary
for the well-being of the community, and
if they were to reap the full henefit of
the public works policy, this railway
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ought to he made. He was glad the
Government had, to a certain extent,
yiclded to the cxpression of a fecling in
favour of some delay in this work; bui
he epuld not have supported the suggested
amendment, because 16 would have com-
mified the House Lo the very thing they
should not commit themselves to, for he
would much rather irust to the good
sense and the policy of the Government
and of Parliament us to the proper time
for undertaking this work. The necessity
of first undertaking the construction of
two very important railways to the gold-
fields would preclude the borrowing of
the moncy required for this work atl
once. and would necessarily postpone
it for at least twelve months, which
would be o delay that would meel the
views of most hdén. members. He was
glad to find himself in a position to give
the Government his support in the con-
struction of these rallways ; and he hoped
the best route possible would be selected.
He would also be sorry to see this railway
stop short of Bridgetown. He hoped no
hon. member would regrel the length or
fuluess of this debate, hecause discussion
was one of their greatest privileges. He
always trfed to keep his mind open to
conviction, and he liked the freest and
fullest discussion of these important sul-
jecls.

Mzr. COOXWORTHY moved that the
question be now put.

Motion put and passed.

Question—That the item stand as

-printed—put, and division taken, result-

mg as follows :—

Aves ... 15
Noes ... 9
Majority for 6
AYES, NoEs.
Mr. Burt AMr, Clarkson
Mr, Cookworthy Mr. Connor
Sir John Porrest Mr, Hassell
Mr. A, Forrost DMr. James
Mr. Marmion Mr. Leake
Mr. Morun Mr, R. F. Sholl
Mr, Paterson dr. H. W. Sholl
];‘F[r. {:‘-mme R{r. ]S]impson h (Telior)
r. Piesse r. Hlingwort! ellzr).
B, Raaudell
Mr. Richardson
Br. Svlomon
Sir J. G, Lee Steere
3r. Waod
Mr. Venn {Tcller).

Ttem agreed to.

On the motion of the Presier, pro-
gress was reported, and leave given to sit
grain.
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ADJOURNMENT.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forresi)
moved that the House, at its rising,
adjourn wuntil half-past soven o’clock on
the morrow evening.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11-33 o’clock
p.m.

Weqislatibe Dssembly,
Thursday, 13t Seplember, 1894.

T.oan Bill ; in committee—Adjonrument.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at
7'30 o'clock p.m.

PraveRs.

LOL\N BTLIJ, 1894-.
IN CONMITTEE.

The comnsideration of ilems
Sehedule wus resnmed.

Ttem 4-—Railway fo Collie Coalficld
(exclusive of rolling stock), £60,000 :

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8Sir J. Forresl)
said he desired to again inform hon.
members as to the precise intentions of
the Government in regard to this railway.
They fully believed that there is a most
valuable coalfield aft the Collie. The
reports laid before hon. members, from
Dr. Robertson in the first instance, and
later from the Government Geologist and
others, set forth in no uncertain way
the views formed by those gentlemen in
" regard to this coalficld. In the beginning,
he had been himself somewhat incredulous
in regard to this coulfield, and was not
easily convinced that we had this great
and rich deposit so near to the metropolis;
but, as time went on, and information
came in to the Government, he hecame

in the
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convinved there was no doubt whatever
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that there was a rich and immense
deposit of conl at the Collie.  The
Government had experiments made, per-
haps lo some extent for the purpose of
couvincing himself, because he had had
doubts ubout this coal; but these experi-
ments, which were made as tests on the
Government railways, in a flour mill at
Bunbury, and in a blacksmith’s forge,
had been reported on, as hon. members
would have secn, and had, at any rate,
convinced him and ¢onvinced the Govern-
ment; so much so that they had placed
this Mem in the Schedule for constructing
a railway to the coalfield. The Govern-
ment were so satisfied about this coulfield
that-they were quite prepured to constuet
this railway at the present time; but, in
order to meet the views of hon. members,
and of many whose opinions the Govern-
ment held m respect as not being un-
reasonable in this matter, the Governmeni
were prepared to make certain promises in
regard to this item; and, in making these
promises, they did not think there would
be practically any Joss of time, because it
would be impossible for the Government,
with the means at their command, to put
all these works in hand at once. Not-
withstanding their desire {o hurry on
these works, the Government felt that a
considerable time would be necessary for
the completion of surveys, plans, speci-
fications, and the neecssary conbracts;
therefore the attitude taken by the Gov-
ernment on this matter would not really
delay this work any more than if the
House passed it now without any promise
in regard to it. The Govermment pro-
posed that, if this item werc passed by the
committee, it should be on the distinct
understanding that nothing whatever
should e done, in the way of constructing
this railway, until after a special Bill for
authorising it bad been placed before the
House nczt session. In the meantime
they proposed to go on with the surveys
and the horing to test the coal, in order
to obtain fuller information to he laid
before hon. members. He would like, if
hon. members concurred with him as to
ils desirability, to have the permanent.way
malerial for this railway indented for;
because this material would be “ear-
marked " until issued in due cowrse for
use in this work, and would be in .the
General Stores Department as a credit
in lieu of cash in the Treasury, until



